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(English)

In China, besides Valentine’s Day on February 14", there is another day for lovers, the Qixi Festival. This
celebration takes place on July 7" in the lunar calendar, which falls on August 29" this year.

The origin of this festival is an ancient Chinese folk tale of “The Cowherd and the Weaver Girl.” According to
the tale, Niu Lang, an ordinary man, and Zhi NU, a daughter of the God, fell deeply in love. However, Zhi N{’s
mother, the Goddess got very angry hearing about this. She took Zhi N{ back and made a river of stars to stop
Niu Lang at the moment when he was about to catch up to Zhi NG. It is said that once a year, on the night of July
7", magpies make a bridge across the river of stars to help the couple reuniting.

Because Zhi NU is especially splendid at sewing and weaving, in ancient times, Chinese women offered fruits
and flowers to her and prayed for better sewing or craft skills on the Qixi Festival. They looked up at the Vega, a
star which also called “Zhi N(” in Chinese, and took part in a ritual called Qigiao, where women would compete
in needlework to show off their skills.

Over the years, the festival gradually became more associated with love. Today, young couples in China often
exchange gifts and share sweet messages on social media. Streets and shopping malls are decorated with balloons
in the shape of hearts and stars. Many restaurants even offer special menus or deals for couples. At the same time,
traditional events like the sewing competitions are still held in some rural areas.
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The sweet love story of Niti Lang and Zhi N{ has
been passed down through the ages and loved by
Chinese people. Now, the Qixi Festival is a gentle
reminder to cherish every second you spend with
your loved ones; and, to believe that hearts can stay
connected, even when you are far apart.
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It’s corn season! Lately, I’ve been seeing corns everywhere at the supermarket, so I decided to make a
popular Indonesian snack using them. This snack is called Jasuke, which comes from jagung (corn), susu
(milk), and keju (cheese). In Indonesia, you’ll usually find Jasuke at street vendors or small mall stalls. I
served this delicious treat at the August World Café. Did you get a chance to try it? If not, don’t worry!
Jasuke is super easy to make at home, so you can enjoy it anytime.

(| ## Ingredients (1~2A%)

E5HHZT UL 1K Corn 1

IO IN X — REUD1~2 Salted butter 1-2 tbsp
BHFEADEDTHBALF—A  Grated Cheese (as much as you like)
BIFADEDAL Condensed milk (as much as you like)

(| D% Steps

1.2 95HbAZLDRZER ST R NVIZAND, 1.Shave the corn kernels into a bowl.
2.L9BHZLDORZRELT. RO L DETH 2.Steam the corn kernels and cook until soft.

29 5, 3.While the corn is still hot, mix in the butter.
BRI BIINE—ZEY Do 4.Place the corn in a small cup.
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5.Pour the condensed milk over and top with

plenty of grated cheese.
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