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When football becomes religion

Germany is not a country
known for its rich culture, but
does this also apply to its
football culture?

In the 2024 season, over 30
million Germans attended a
football game. That is more
than one third of Germany's
entire population. People buy
tickets even when money is
tight, or they drive over three hours every weekend to the stadium,
regardless of traffic jams or bad weather. When almost nothing is more
important than football, then it becomes like a religion. Such fans are
not uncommon in Germany. But what drives them to develop such
passion for football?

In Japan, there is a wide variety of school circles, ranging from
volleyball to baseball to football. Everybody can participate while
having fun with friends in a school circle, playing sports regardless of
their skill level. In Japan, these
are normal after school
| activities. In Germany, that is
different. There, if kids want to
play sports, they must join a
club. This means they will have
training at least three times a
week and a match on the
weekend.

Winning that match is the top priority every week. Needless to say,
only the best players get a chance to participate in the match, and if
you skip training a few times, the chances are high that you will be
kicked out of the club. It is a very competitive environment, where
success is valued more than fun.

Nevertheless, it is every kid's dream at the local football field to
become famous one day and join a well-known club. In order to push
one's motivation even further, every kid has a favorite football club
they root for.

Time passes, and despite growing up and dreams not coming true, the
passion for their favorite club still lives on.

By: Fabian Peitz

This Month’s Word: Football/Soccer

Japanese: Indonesian: Chinese:
Hyh— Sepak bola BBk
Sakkaa zUgqiu
French: German: Dutch:
Football FuBball Voetbal

{Contact) Niseko Friends Secretariat, Niseko Town Hall
Lai Pei Ru (Peipei) If absent: Lin Ching Jou (Joanna)
TEL: 0136-44-2121 Email: kokusai@town.niseko.lg.jp

My Great-Aunt's Clafoutis Recipe
For this month's recipe, |
would like to introduce my
great-aunt's clafoutis recipe.
A clafoutis is a fruits cake
that originated from France,
but my great-aunt made a
slight variation to the :
traditional recipe. Ty

Since my mother is lactose intolerant, she made
her a version without any dairy products. And it still
tastes as good as the original one!

By the way, | will be making this clafoutis for the
World Cafe on April 5th, so be sure to come and
grab a bite!

Ingredients: (6 persons, 29cm Pie Mold)

» Cake Dough

Eggs 4

All-Purpose Flour 8 tablespoons
Sugar 8 tablespoons
Baking Powder 1 pack

Rice Bran Qil/ Salad Oil 8 tablespoons

Salt 1 pinch
> Fruits

Green Apples  depending on the size 1~3
Unpitted Cherries 1 pot
Raisins a handful

* You can change the fruits according to the
season or your preferences, but avoid fruits that
are too juicy, as it may be difficult to bake.

Preparation:

1. Mix the flour with the sugar and the oil and add
one egg at a time.

2. Grease the mold or put a baking sheet.

3. Cut the fruits into small pieces and spread them
in the mold. Add the cake dough on top of it.

4. Bake in a preheated oven at 180 degrees Celsius

for 20~30 minutes. By: Anna Baré

% CIR Eventsx

% English Conversation Club %
Every 2" & 4th Saturday 10-11 am (Online)

% CIR Radio Program %
76.2 FM Radio Niseko, Saturdays 11-11:50 am

% World Café %
Apr 5t Saturday 12:30— 14:30 pm @Chomin Centre
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