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Hari Merdeka: A Celebration of Malaysia’s Independence

“Merdeka! Merdeka! Merdekal!...”, Tunku Abdul Rahman chanted for At the beginning of World War Il, the British withdrew from Malaya
seven times in front of a crowd at the Merdeka Square on the 315t of after being defeated by the Japanese army. Now, Malaya fell under
August 1957. After years of colonization by different countries, Malaya the Japanese rule. However, this rule did not last long as the
was finally independent! Japanese withdrew soon after the bombing of Nagasaki and

So which powers once conquered Malaya and how e leoshlma in 1945.

did we become independent?

Our story starts with the Portuguese, who
captured Malacca after defeating the Malaccan '
Sultanate in 1511. The Portuguese had been o '9, '
attracted by Malacca’s prospering wealth as a ‘f&; i
trading port strategically located between East ff *Sm Y55
Asia and the Arabic region.

The Sultan of Malacca escaped southwards and

With the Japanese gone, the British swooped back
e, in to claim Malaya. They were met with resistance
"y from the Malayan Communist Party (MCP) who were
? seeking national liberation. In 1948, the MCP
murdered 3 European planters in Perak. Recognising
the MCP as a threat, the British declared the Malayan
% Emergency, arrested some members and cut off
/" supplies to areas populated by the MCP. Even though

established the Johor Sultanate. Around 1641, the  1ynky Abdul Rahman leading the shout the influence of the MCP was weakening, it soon

Dutch expressed interest in Malacca and forged an  of freedom at the Merdeka Square on became clear that the only way to pacify them was to

alliance with the Johor Sultanate to defeat the August 31 1957 grant independence to Malaya.

Portuguese. They succeeded and Malacca then fell to the Hence, the first general election was held in 1955. Soon after, the

hands of the Dutch. During their colonization, Sultanates continued elected Prime Minister, Tunku Abdul Rahman, as well as

to be established at different states in Malaya. representatives from other political parties departed for London to
In 1748, the Kedah Sultanate ceded Penang to the British East India negotiate for Malaya’s independence. Fortunately, the envoy

Company in exchange for protection from other foreign threats. With returned bearing good news and this year, we welcome our 64t year

one foot into Malayan land, the British slowly expanded their reign to of independence!

Singapore, Malacca and by the end of 1869, the whole of Malaya. By: Lily

What Was Mozart's Nationality? * CIR Eventsx

* World Matsuri Live Broadcastx
Sep. 25t 12:00 pm ~ 2:00 pm
Kira no Yu (Radio Niseko 76.2 FM)

* Niseko CIR Radio Program %
“English Radio Hour”
Fridays 3 — 3:50 pm Radio Niseko 76.2 FM

% Online Eikaiwa Circle %
Every 2nd and 4t Saturday, 10~11 am

Hello, everyone, it's your favorite German CIR, Emanuel
Neubauer.

| have been listening to a lot of classical music recently
and thought it would be nice to turn this passion into
this month's topic. So, let's talk about troubles in the
history of classical music! Today's topic: What Was
Mozart's Nationality?

Have you ever wondered what Mozart's "true"

Nationality was? No? Well, don't worry about it, as Germans Online event, pre-registration required
and Austrians got you fully covered. The two nations fight occasionally

About who can put their national stamp upon this glorified master of * German Language Classx
classical music. Every Saturday 11:30 am ~12:30 pm
Let us glance over a few of the facts. On one hand, Mozart was born in Online, application required

Salzburg (Austria) and lived in Vienna for most of his life. On the other hand, % Chinese for Beginnersx

he seemed to have referred to himself as German in letters, not Austrian, Every Monday 10:00 am ~11:00 am
and at the time, Salzburg wasn't part of Austria. He is not making this easy Online, application required

on us.

According to experts, though, it is likely that he associated with neither English: independence

nationality. In Mozart's times, there wasn't even a state of Germany, and
the Austrian state looked completely different. At the time, it was much Japanese: J231 Chinese: J&37(Du ri)
more common to associate your nationality with your hometown since (Doku-ri-tsu)

most towns were states of their own.

With this in mind, Mozart likely saw himself as a Salzburgian first and for
most. By: Emanuel
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