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Gender Equality in the Olympics .

The first Olympic Games were held in Athens, Greece in 1896, but only men were allowed to tﬁ
participate. Women participated for the first time at the 1900 Paris Games with the inclusion of .«"'?L‘ g
women's events in lawn tennis and golf. According to the International Olympic Committee, there e e '
were 997 athletes from 24 countries, of which 22 were women, accounting for only 2.2% of the total.§ =

Since then, the number of competitions that women can participate in has steadily increased over BE=S ;
time, and the number of female athletes participating has continued to increase accordingly. The number of female athletes at
the London 2012 Olympic Games was about 4,640, accounting for 44.2% of all athletes and the number of female athletes at the
Rio 2016 Olympic Games was about 5125, accounting for about 45.6% of the total number of athletes. More than a hundred
years after women first participated in the Olympics, the ratio of male to female athletes in the Olympics is finally approaching
1:1. It was reported that 9 mixed gender events including table tennis and judo will be added at the Tokyo 2020 Olympics, which
will be heralded as the most gender-balanced games in history. This is a big achievement of promoting gender equality in the

Olympic Games.

Column The Shining Female Athletes in Our Countries

Kinue Hitomi Elsa Rendschmidt Wu Xiaoxuan
A Japanese track and A German figure A Chinese sports
field athlete. skater. shooter.

The first Chinese female
athlete to win an Olympic
gold medal. She
competed in the 1984
Summer Olympics and
won the gold medal.

The first German
woman to compete in
the Olympics. She
won a silver medal at
the 1908 Summer
Olympics.

The first woman to
represent Japan in the
Olympics. She was also the
first Japanese woman to
win a silver medal in the
1928 Summer Olympics.

Pandelela Rinong Pamg
A Malaysian diver.

The first Malaysian
female athlete to win

an Olympic medal. She
competed in the 2012
Summer Olympics and
won the bronze medal in
the 10m platform.

Margaret Ives Abbott

An American golfer.

The first American woman
to win the women's golf
tournament at the 1900
Paris Games.

By: Guannan Mei

1 Million Dollars! Vaccine Lotteries

Do you want to get the COVID vaccine? For people who say no- what if
you could win one million dollars?

Although vaccines are widely available in the United States, many people
are still nervous about side effects or doubt their efficacy. Some parts of the
United States have had trouble motivating everyone to get vaccinated but
the state of Ohio had an interesting idea to increase public awareness
about the vaccine.

On May 10th, the Ohio governor announced a lottery where one person
would be chosen once a week for five weeks to win $1 million dollars. Every
adult who got vaccinated by the given deadline would be included in the
lottery, and every child aged 12-17 would become eligible to win one full
scholarship to an Ohio state university.

This lottery was a large success! Comparing the week before and after
the announcement on May 10th, the number of vaccinations went up from
74,000 to 113,000. That’s a 73% increase! It’s been so successful that other
states have begun to introduce their own vaccine lotteries, and as I'm
writing this in early June there are seven states in total offering some type
of vaccine lottery.

Some people originally criticized the Ohio lottery as a waste of public
money, but compared to other expensive methods for driving up public
interest such as television advertisement campaigns, it’s hard to deny how
successful this lottery has been. Who knows, maybe it will continue to catch
on and similar lotteries might start happening in Japan?

By: Mitchel

* CIR Eventsx

* Niseko CIR Radio Program %
“English Radio Hour”
Fridays 3 — 3:50 pm Radio Niseko 76.2 FM

% Online Eikaiwa Circle *
Every 2nd and 4t Saturday, 10~11 am
Online event, pre-registration required

*_World Kitchen @ Home %
Short cooking videos showing how to make
international food, posted every month on
our social media.

% Fun Chinese Classx
Every Thursday 10:00 am ~11:15 am
Online, application required

% Chinese for Beginnersx
Every Monday 10:00 am ~11:00 am
Online, application required

English : gender equality

Japanese: B&FE Chinese: 14 7|45
(dan jo byd do) (xing bié ping déng)

German: gleichstellung
der Geschlechter

Malay: kesaksamaan
gender

{Contact) Niseko Friends Secretariat, Niseko Town Hall
Lead: Mitchel Lange (If absent: Yoshida)
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