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Secret Santa

Have any of you ever taken part in a Secret Santa before? Although this sort of
activity is fairly popular in my home country of the United States, | haven’t seen it very

much in Japan before.

Secret Santa is a simple type of gift exchange that happens at Christmas time where
every participant both gives one present and receives one present. What separates

Secret Santa from standard gift exchanges is that you don’t know who
gift. Everyone draws names out of a hat to randomly decide who they wil
but everyone keeps the name they draw a secret, hence the name Secret

In Japan, there is a similar gift exchange game where you prepare a variety of

presents valued at a certain price point and then use a raffle style select
give these presents of equal value out randomly to all attending membe

or party. However, because Secret Santa gift exchanges allow you to know exactly who
you will be buying a present for, you can prepare a gift specifically for that person. Secret Santa gift receivers also
need to guess who gave them their gift after they open it, which can become a fun guessing game in itself!

With a Secret Santa gift exchange, it’s likely that the receiver will be getting a present they wanted as opposed
to a general gift for anyone. Since the giver will often put a lot more effort into thinking of a good gift, the gifts

exchanged at a Secret Santa can be more heartfelt than at a normal

randomized. Secret Santa gift exchanges are simple enough to be done in a small group of friends, family
members, or work colleagues, and are a great activity for bringing people together during the Christmas season.

It’s not too late to plan one for this Christmas!
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By: Mitchel

The Capital of Canada is Ottawa, not Toronto!

W Hieveryone, my name is Mano and | just
started working at the Niseko Town Hall as
a Coordinator of International Relations in
October. I’'m from a city called Ottawa in
Canada, and although it’s the capital it’s
not as well-known as places like Toronto
or Montreal, so I'd like to take some time

| today to introduce you!

First of all, winters in Ottawa are fantastic! While Niseko is known for its
ski hills, Ottawa is famous for the Rideau Canal Skateway. While it’s a
regular canal in the summer, it freezes in the winter and becomes the
longest skating rink in the world. Since one end of it is downtown, a lot of
people use it to commute to work by skating!

Second, Ottawa is also known for being bilingual. Due to its position on
the border between Ontario and Quebec, Ottawa is heavily influenced by
Quebec culture, which can be seen in things like food. While Ottawa has its
own signature dishes, like beavertails, you can also find great Quebec
cuisine like poutine. If you want more authentic Quebec foods, you can also
cross the bridge into Gatineau, a small city on the Quebec side.

| hope you were able to learn some things about Ottawa, and hopefully
one day I'll see some of you there! By: Mano
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% CIR Eventsx

Reservations required

% English Conversation Club %

Every 2" & 4t Saturday 10-11 am (Online)
% Kids Christmas Event %

December 18, 10:30am -12:30 pm @Central Warehouses
% Chinese for Beginners %

Every Monday 10-11 am (Online)
% Fun Chinese Class %

Every Thursday 10-11 am (Online)
% Japanese Language Class %

Various levels available, inquire for more info
% CIR Radio Program *

76.2 FM Radio Niseko Fridays 3 —3:50 pm

This Month’s Word: Secret

Japanese: F6%% Chinese: 3§ %L
(Himitsu) (Mi mi)

German: Geheimnis Malay: Rahsia

{Contact) Niseko Friends Secretariat, Niseko Town Hall
Lead: Mitchel Lange (If absent: Yoshida)
TEL: 0136-44-2121 Email: kokusai@town.niseko.lg.jp

Youtube

Facebook

Instagram
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