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(Coordinators for International Relations)

International Newsletier

November the 11th: Saint Martin’s Day

Hello Niseko Town,

it’s me - Emanuel Neubauer — 5t year German Coordinator for International Relations (CIR).
Many of you might not know this but the job as an CIR is fixed around a limited contract. Each
year a CIR has to renew his/her contract and can only do so four time in total. All in all, a CIR can
work for a maximum of five years and that makes this year my final year in Niseko Town (to be
precise my term will end in August 2021).

But even though | have lived in Niseko for over four years now, there are still some things |
haven’t tried. “Which are?”, you will hopefully ask yourself now and if you don’t - you are not
worthy of reading any further - this paper will self-destruct in 3 seconds!

HaHa, jokes aside, you got one second left! Back to topic, | always
wanted to hold a “Saint Martin’s Day” event!

il already - is the day some Christians celebrate the death of a saint called Martin. He died in the
year of 397 AD and Christians started to celebrate in his name on November the 11t each year
ever since, to remember the many good deeds he did through his life.

Before all of you say, “booooooringggggg”, please hear me out, the good part is about to come!

This day is not just about remembering someone and his cool stuff he did — no — it is much more! So, each year on Saint
Martin’s Day, kids will gather around a nearby church with their self-made lanterns and go on a small procession around
the neighborhood. While walking through your “hood”, everyone is cheerfully singing songs and usually the procession

is topped off - in a typical German manner - by a huge bonfire (with bread).
Wouldn’t that be a cool thing to do in Niseko as well?!

By: Emanuel

How | Became Interested in English

Hello, everyone. | am Rika Inoue, a 3" year Niseko High School student.
Thanks to my father’s influence, | have been listening to a lot of
Western music since | was very young.

My father listens to Western music both in the car and at work, but
he is not good at English.

One day my sister asked our father curiously, “How can you know
what it means if you're not a foreigner and you don’t speak English?”

Then my father replied, “Sure, | don’t know what it means, but for
some reason, even when I’m having a hard time, | listen to the melody
and it encourages me.”

| learned to understand English words in English class in junior high
school. Since entering high school, | think my listening skills have
gradually improved here in Niseko, where there are many foreigners.

| also enjoy listening to old Western music that my
father still listens to. We also have fun listening to the J
latest songs translated into English and discussing our
opinions.

My love for English is all thanks to Western music.

) 43
By: Inoue Rika

* CIR Eventsx

% Niseko CIR Radio Program
“English Radio Hour” Every Friday 3 pm ~ 3:50
Radio Niseko 76.2 FM

* Beginner Japanese P1
Every Wed. 10:00 am ~11:30 am
Niseko Chomin Center Sub Hall

* Beginner Japanese P2
Every Tue. 10:00 am ~11:30 am
Niseko Chomin Center Sub Hall

* Intermediate Japanese
Every Thu. 10:00 am ~11:30 am
Niseko Chomin Center Training Room 2

* Chinese Class
Every Thu. 10:00 am ~11:15am
Niseko Chomin Center Traning Room 1

% Chinese Language Class for Children
Every Wed. 3:45 pm ~5:10 pm
Niseko Chomin Center Sub Hall

* Eikaiwa TALK
Nov. 14th, 21st 10:00 am ~ 11:00 am
Niseko Chomin Center Training Room 2

{Contact) International Exchange Association Niseko Friends Secretariat
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(Niseko Town Hall, Planning and Environment Division) Lead: Mitchel Lange (CIR) (If absent : Yoshida)

TEL: 0136-44-2121 Email: kokusai@town.niseko.lg.jp Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/nisekokokusaikouryuu
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