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Culture Corner: What's “Standard” About Standard Dialect?

Most languages around the world have many dialects, or variations of the language )
spoken by people from different regions. The term “standard language” is often used to . "
refer to a dialect that is considered to be the normative form of a language. For example,

O M
in Japan the standard language is the Tokyo dialect. Standard languages are usually ’ m
y VS
a

i
viewed as the “correct” form of language, and are often used in newspapers, television, : i
and other media. But what does “correct” even mean? e "l

Let’s look at a difference between Tokyo dialect and Kansai (Osaka, Kyoto, etc) dialect. . . '

Tokyo: tabenai = (do not) eat
Kansai: tabehen = (do not) eat
In Kansai dialect, the negative verb ending —nai changes to —hen or —hin. Although it is different from Tokyo dialect,
Kansai dialect has its own rules, just like any other dialect. So if both of them have grammatical rules, why is one
considered the standard over the other?

In the Heian period (794-1185), Musashi (modern day Tokyo) was actually considered the edge of civilization. Courtiers
in Kyoto considered people from Musashi to be gruff and uneducated. However, now Tokyo dialect is the standard instead
of Kyoto. This is because Tokyo is the seat of government and the largest city in the country. The Meiji government made
Tokyo dialect the standard for government documents and educational materials, so it became the standard dialect.
Tokyo dialect isn’t older than or “more correct” than other dialects, it’s just the current dialect with prestige that is

associated with education and sophistication. Just like Japan, in America people sometimes say that people in Appalachia
or the South don’t speak “proper” English. Their dialect may not be the standard, but their English is just as good!
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By : Michael
CIR Corner: Beneficiaries of Coronavirus By: Mitchel
With coronavirus sweeping across the world I’'m sure that most of you have % CIR Eventsx
noticed the shortages of hand sanitizer and toilet paper. Companies * Niseko CIR Radio Program
manufacturing these sanitary products have seen surges in revenue, and the  “English Radio Hour” Every Friday 3 pm ~ 3:50

same surges are being seen for ecommerce websites. In an economic sense, Radio Niseko 76.2 FM

these companies are beneficiaries of the coronavirus situation. I've looked into

what sort of sales trends have been occurring recently due to coronavirus in *Japanese Language Class P1

the United States, and I'd like to outline a few other beneficiaries I've noticed =~ Canceled (online version tbd)

in addition to the hygiene industry.

* Products providing escapism to customers have seen boosted sales. This % Japanese Language Class P2
includes entertainment media such as video games and streaming service Canceled until further notice
subscriptions, but also extends to things like books and alcoholic drinks.

 Interestingly enough, the “Corona” beer brand has seen rising sales, * Chinese Class
showing that similarities in its name to the pandemic hasn’t had any Canceled until further notice
notl.ceable negatlve effect on its salesf or bran.d |r.n.age. . * Eikaiwa TALK!

¢ Online education courses have experienced significant growth. Educational . .

: : . ) Canceled until further notice
services across the internet are slashing prices on courses as more people
go online to find productive ways to utilize their newfound free time.

¢ Although not a beneficiary, one surprising trend is the falling sales of
makeup. It can be assumed that with less chances to gather with others or ¢KAd azydKQa 23
leave the house, people are using makeup less and less. English: Japanese:

i https://adage.com/article/cmo-strategy/corona-beer-among-winners-coronavirus-sales-surge/2247211 standard hyoujun (*%i%)

ii. https://wgntv.com/news/coronavirus/u-s-alcohol-sales-increase-amid-coronavirus-pandemic/

iii. https://theconversation.com/coronavirus-your-guide-to-winners-and-losers-in-the-business-world-134205 .

iv. https://www.uschamber.com/co/start/strategy/coronavirus-successful-businesses Chinese: German:

V. https://www.thisismoney.co.uk/money/beatthescammers/article-8213917/Rise-fraudsters-selling-fake-courses- *7]_‘;& (biaozhun) standard
reveal-five-online-training-scams.html|
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