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Culture Corner: The Failure List
| Hello everyone, it’s your very tall German CIR from Niseko Town. Considering it’s that time
of year when everyone starts deciding their New Year resolutions, let’s talk for a second
about making goals. Actually, to be blunter, let’s talk about our failures.
How do you feel about this time of the year? Do you love it? Do you hate it? The old year is
= over and will never come back. Gone with it are all your bad habits and missed
—_—— opportunities- or so we hope! Around this time every year people begin to do some self-

(_/ o Y \ reflection as they consider time lost and the approaching future. Have you ever caught
,n yourself looking into the mirror and saying to yourself any of the following? “This year I'm
' definitely going to get more organized,” or “I'm finally going to start using my gym

membership,” or even “This is the year | lose weight in time for summer!” Although some people see it as an opportunity for
making change and setting new goals, | for one hate New Year! Ever since | graduated from school and joined the working
world, all | could think about on New Year’s Eve was all the missed opportunities of the passing year. Some of you might be
thinking there is always next year, right? But NO! There is no next year, no next month, no next week, no next day. Who needs
a new year to make new goals, when you had all that time available in the previous year?

| feel like making change and becoming better starts with myself, right now. Making excuses for the past year won’t make up
for all the missed opportunities. This may sound like tough love, but it’s realistic and healthy to embrace failure openly every
now and then. No one is perfect and everyone will fail at some point or another. Although it’s not fun to think about all the
failures | made or all the opportunities | missed out this year, it can be an effective method for fueling motivation. How about
making a list about all the things you wish went differently may even work better than your typical resolution for the coming
year? Rather than making a wish list for the next year, let’s instead make a failure list of the last year and try to better
ourselves together! Who's with me? By: Emanuel Neubauer

CIR Corner: English Pronunciation % CIR Events x

There’s one question I’'m frequently asked by Japanese people: “Why is English . .
pronunciation so hard?” People often propose various theories for this, such not * NI.SekO.CIR Radio P_r°g ram
studying enough or a lack of English conversation practice in school. Although | ”Engllsh_ Radio Hour" Every Friday 3pm~3:50
definitely agree with the idea that the way English is taught here has some room for Radio Niseko 76.2 FM
improvement, the reason why English pronunciation is so difficult for native Japanese
speakers is not limited to the amount of time/the way that they study. But why is *Japanese Language Class
English so difficult? Let’s take a look at it from a phonetic perspective. Every Tue. / Wed. 10:00 am ~
How many sounds do you think there are in the Japanese language? The truth is that ~ NiSeko Chomin Center Training Room 5
while Japanese has around 100 different sounds, English actually has approximately
2,000. For example, there are 5 characters in thg English a!phabet that symboli'ze * Eikaiwa TALK!
vowels, but there are actually 12 vowel sounds in the English regularly spoken in

. . ) . Jan. 11th, 28t 10:00 am ~ 11:00 am
conversation by natives. Do.n t be tricked bY the way words.are speIIeFI! The word. Niseko Chomin Center Training Room 4
“Mercedes” has three “e”s in it, but each e is pronounced differently in conversation.
Also, when one hears a sound that doesn’t exist in their native language it is often
interpreted in their head as a sound in their native language closest in pronunciation to. % Chinese Class
what they heard. For example, there are many Japanese people who say that the Every Thu. 10:00 am ~11:15 am
English sounds L and R are difficult to tell the difference between. To put it simply, this  Niseko Chomin Center Training Room 4
is because the “R” sound in Japanese is about halfway between the English sounds for

L and R. Due to this, when a native Japanese speaker hears an English L or R they will Thi s Mont h' s Wi
hear both of them as if they are a Japanese “R.”
There might be people who think, “If there are so many sounds in English that don’t English: Failure Japanese: 5k BX
exist in Japanese then isn’t it impossible for me to learn?” It is certainly true that (shippai)
English is difficult to pronounce, but if you properly understand that reason and
regularly practice speaking then you can become fluent. Chinese: k& German: Versagen
o T ™ ™ (shi bai)
é é & éﬁ By: Michael Burns

Contact International Exchange Association Niseko Friends Secretariat
(Niseko Town Hall, Planning and Environment Division) Lead: Mitchel Lange (CIR) (If absent Sawada)
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