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Culture Corner: “St. Patrick’s Day Worldwide”

Dia dhaoibh! Conas ati sibh? Derek here, hope you're all keeping well.
It’s March once more, and we all know what that means, St. Patrick’s Day!! This time around I

thought I might talk a bit more on the iternational side of the most Irish day of the year. Sure
S cven St. Patrick, the patron saint of Ireland, was Welsh. So you know we’re on a good start.
Though nowadays the St. Patrick’s Day parade 1s as Irish as the 4th of July i1s American, this
| wasn’t always the case. There have always been celebrations on the feast day of St. Patrick in
Ireland dating all the way back to the 9th century, but the honour of the very first parade goes
¥ to Boston which was held in 1737, with New York taking the medal for longest uninterrupted
parade running from 1762 to now. Next to that 1s Montreal, Canada which began in 1824.

New York Parade

For context the first official parade in Ireland was 1901, held in Waterford, with the
first state parade in Dublin being 1931. The parade, first started by a people far from
home and desperately looking for a link back to their culture, eventually found its way
back to Ireland, where the newly created Republic of Ireland made it a day to take pride
in Irish culture and heritage which had to that point long being put to the side.

Now there are parades and parties all over the world, even in Japan. Speaking of
Japan you can get your green on in Tokyo, Yokohama, Fukui, Matsue, and soon
Sapporo! So why not come on down to Sapporo and have some fun ©

Text: Derek Moore, Photo Credit: New York Daily News, TripSavy

Montreal Parade

CIR Corner: “A fight for love...through snow sculpture” * CIR Activities x
Hello Niseko,It’s me, Emanuel, the German CIR from Niseko Town, and . ]

thlb 15 my news C()rner! * leeko CIR RadIO PrOg ramme
So, since it 1s the end of February, I would normally talk about German festivals  “English Radio Hour” Fridays 3-3:50pm

to come, but this time around I want to try something else! Instead of looking Radio Niseko 76.2 FM

forward to future events I want to reflect a bit on this winter season. * My Choir — Niseko Town Choir

To be more precise, I want to talk about Niseko’s Scenic Night! VVlu( h was a

BBQ event in February taking place directly in
front of the Kira No Yu Hot Spring. Enjoying

some nice meat outside in the bitter cold and go
bathing afterwards, sounds nice right?!

2nd & 4th Saturday (Mar. 9th & 23rd )
11:00 ~ 13:00

Niseko Chomin Center, Main Hall

% Eikaiwa TALK!

2nd & 3rd Saturday (Mar. 2nd & 16t )
10:00 ~ 11:00

Niseko Chomin Center, Training Room 4
Kira no Yu hot spring, and if you are now . : fox * World Café ~ Irish Céili~
thinking, “the Niseko CIRs must be a part of S | Mar. 30%"" 1pm~2pm *No need to bring anything

this snow carving secret society of heroes”, then 1 E Training Room 1, Chomin Center

. - - - o

vill 2 2 OU 28 o1 are 2 bl !

\?1}1 wpplaud you as f(?r you are d“bl 1111411F mind ' , Derek’s Word Corner
T'ogether the CIRs formed the “pact of never melting love”, now known to

But there is more!
Just for this event, a hand full of brave souls’
joined forces to build snow figures all around the

men as the “love chair pact”, to build a suitable snowy chair for all the lovers out Irish: Idirnisitinta (idir-nah-shoon-ta)

in the world. The battle for love was fierce and our enemies, dripping nose, cold

feet and 2nd thoughts were gaining ground with every yoctosecond (10—24 Japanese: ([ English: International
seconds [google it]) we stayed on the battlefield. After four days of sweat, blood (Kokusai - Z<&LY)

and a little bit of beer ... Love prevailed! Chinese: EIFR German: International
At least for this season but the war for Love 1s sure to return next winter! (Gud i) (inteh-natso-nahl)

Text: Emanuel Neubauer
{Contact) International Exchange Association Niseko Friends Secretariat
(Niseko Town Hall, Planning and Environment Division) Lead: Derek Moore (CIR) (If absent : Sawada)

TEL: 0136-44-2121 Email: kokusai@town.niseko.lg.jp Facebook:http://www.facebook.com/nisekokokusaikouryuu
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