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Culture Corner: “International Women'’s Day”

learn something about Germany too!

Neraus mitdem Frauenwabirecht
lllAIllH/'I‘Aﬁ/

Hello everyone, and welcome to this month’s German CIR news column! This month |
would like to talk a bit about international holidays but before | start, lets test your holiday
knowledge! Do know what holiday the 8t of March is? Bingo, it is the International
Women’s Day (IWD)! And since so many people seem to be uninformed about it | thought
it would be interesting to delve into the history of the holiday. Who knows maybe we will

On February 28, 1909 the very first “women’s day” was held in New York, suggested
by Theresa Malkiel and organized by the Socialist Party of America. A few years later,
under the suggestion of German socialist Clara Zetkin at an international socialist
conference, the first “International Women’s Day” was held on March 19, 1911. Though
being only the first time, over a million people in Austria, Denmark, Germany and
Switzerland gathered- not bad girls! The first time the day was celebrated on March 8t
was in 1914 in Germany but apparently this date has no significance... other than being

a Sunday (girls like sunny days)! IWD became an official holiday first in Russia in 1921 and it was internationally

recognized by the UN in 1975.

So, this is a brief history of International Women’s Day. | told you we would learn something about Germany! How do
you feel about it? Isn’t it great to see how one thought is carried from one country to another like a baton in a relay race?
Looking at the history of IWD, one may feel like truly radical ideas know neither borders nor nationalities, therefore they

are a universal expression of being human (for better or worse).

CIR Corner: “Multiculturalism in Japan”
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Last month, | had the pleasure of attending
the Localities of Concentrated Foreigner
Populations Conference in Gunma prefecture. |
heard about this conference for the first time
during a job training session in Tokyo last year,
and | was told this conference was centered on
promoting the exchange of research results,
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policy development, and relevant information 2
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about foreign populations in Japan. w {I
It was interesting attending the event and seeing how Niseko compares

to other areas in Japan. It turns out that Niseko is somewhat of an
anomaly! Even though there are other towns with concentrated hubs of
foreign residents like Niseko, almost 10% of Niseko’s population is foreign,
which is a higher figure than every other member locality that took part in
this conference (barred Oizumi Town in Gunma prefecture, which boasts a
whopping 18%!). In addition, while the most common nationalities around
the country were Brazilian, Chinese, and other Asian countries like Korea,
Philippines, and Nepal, Niseko has a huge population of Australians, which
is unheard of throughout the rest of the country.

| hope | get another chance to attend this conference next year. Not
only was the information relevant to the work | do in Niseko, but it all
seemed useful to know as a foreigner living in Japan.

; ""
(o7
¥ =

By Mitchel Lange

{Contact) International Exchange Association Niseko Friends Secretariat

By Emanuel Neubauer

% CIR Activitiesx

% Niseko CIR Radio Programme
“English Radio Hour” Fridays 3-3:50pm
Radio Niseko 76.2 FM

% My Choir — Niseko Town Choir
2nd & 4th Saturday (April 13th & 27th)
11am-1pm

Niseko Chomin Center, Main Hall

% Eikaiwa TALK!

2nd & 3rd Saturday (April. 13th & 20t )
10 - 11 am

Niseko Chomin Center, Training Room 4
% Bosnian Coffee Party

April 13t 1 - 3 pm

Niseko Chomin Center Training Room 1

Ema’s Word Corner

German: Frauen
Japanese: English:
L4 Josei Women
Chinese: Irish:
ZtE Nixing Mné muh-naw

(Niseko Town Hall, Planning and Environment Division) Lead: Derek Moore (CIR) (If absent : Sawada)

TEL: 0136-44-2121 Email: kokusai@town.niseko.lg.jp Facebook:http://www.facebook.com/nisekokokusaikouryuu
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