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(Coordinators for International Relations)

Monthly International Exchange

Spring Festival Homecoming

My hometown is Changsha, Hunan Province, which is located in the middle
reaches of the Yangtze River. The closest airport is the Huanghua International
Airport, and a direct flight to Osaka Kansai operates everyday. The flight time is
around 3 hrs 20 mins each way. In January, I flew back to Changsha via Kansai for
the Chinese New Year celebrations. Generally, the trip was not that troublesome,
yet considering the travel time from Niseko to New Chitose airport, the layover
time in Kansai, and the passport check in Changsha, it all together took me nearly %
a day. In terms of the travel between two neighboring countries like China and | ;
Japan, it is indeed very time consuming. Therefore, I was hoping that there would

Zhangjiajie National park

be a direct flight someday.
" 1A Thankfully, I did not have to wait very long for that. Starting from late February,
a direct flight has been launched by Hainan Airline. Twice a week, the flight will
depart from Huanghua at 7:15 am and return from New Chitose at 13:20pm, with a
one way flight time of 4 hrs. With this direct flight in operation, not only does it
become much more convenient traveling back home, the international human

exchange between Hokkaido and Hunan province will certainly be deepened.
Located to the south of Doting lake, Hunan is literally named after its location

meaning the lake’s south. Changsha, as the capital city, is considered a Culture

City of Eastern Asia along with Kyoto, Japan and Daegu, Korea. Changsha is also
ranked as one of the happiest cities in China. With the southern China Water

Huanghua Airport Town sceneries, the delicious Hunan cuisine, the unique Zhangjiajie National
park (named a UNESCO world natural heritage site) and so on and so forth, there
are unlimited gems in Hunan that await you. I am looking forward to seeing the

Text : Wu Yanru (Owen).” China residents of Niseko exploring the beauties of Hunan.

My St. Patrick’s Weekend

March, with St. Patrick’s Day, is one of the most important months for
Irish people at home and abroad. On the 18" I decided to hold an
International Exchange Event based on St. Patrick’s Day. It stared with a
presentation about Ireland and St. Patrick as well a some of the surprising
connections between Ireland and Japan. For example, did you know the
person who designed Ginza, and the person who wrote the first version of
the Japanese National Anthem were both Irish? After, we had a table quiz
The Winners of the Table Quiz with Irish prizes and made some fun St. Patrick’s Day crafts.

The Tokyo Parade

On the 19™, I met up with some friends who are also on the JET Programme and |
we all took part in the Tokyo St. Patrick’s Day Parade in Omotesando. We met so [
many wonderful people and it was a great time for all involved. After the parade,
we all went to the “I LOVE IRELAND?” festival in Yoyogi Park where we got to
listen to some traditional Irish music and watch some traditional Irish Dance.
Overall it was a brilliant day.

Also, both my event and the Parade were held in honour of the 60 Anniversary

of Japan-Ireland Diplomatic Relations Text: Derek Moore.Ireland

{Contact) International Exchange Association Niseko Friends Secretariat (Planning and Environment Division)

Lead: Derek Moore -CIR (If absent : Sakai) TEL: 0136-44-2121 EMAIL: kokusai@town.niseko.lg.jp
Facebook http://www.facebook.com/nisekokokusaikouryuu
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