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(Coordinators for International Relations)

The Surging Popularity of Hokkaido in China

On Valentine’s Day (14t Feb 2016), two top-notch Chinese
celebrities, Hu Ge (8A3%) and Wallace Huo (E#£1E), appeared
in a series of photographs shot in Hokkaido for a special
Valentine issue of Harper’s Bazaar. Immediately after the
publication of the magazine, their stunning visuals and
sensational bromance set the Chinese internet aflame.

In addition, the spread also showcased some of Hokkaido’s

incredible snowscapes to hundreds and thousands of Chinese |

people. Subsequently, the popularity of Hokkaido as a tourist
destination skyrocketed among many Chinese people, so

Hokkaido can definitely expect more Chinese tourists in the fumi|

near future.

Meanwhile, the TV drama Nirvana in Fire, in which Hu Ge played charming protagonist Mei Changsu, was broadcast in
Japan on the 11t April (2016). Both a commercial and critical success, Nirvana in Fire has already gained huge
popularity in China as well as in other countries such as South Korea and South East Asia.

Angela’s Golden Week Adventure!

Hello everyone, this is Angela (Niseko Town’s Swiss CIR). During Golden Week |
decided to take a vacation and visit my family back home.

First, | went to Southern France and together with my friend we stayed in Prades for a
week. We enjoyed the warm southern sun and had long talks into the night while sitting
on bistro terraces enjoying the local Muscat wine. We also went to the nearby sea and
visited some local wineries sampling their delicious wines.

The second week | spent in Zurich, my hometown, reuniting with my family after a
long separation. As the weather in Zurich is getting warmer, | spent a lot of time with
my friends sitting on the banks of the Limmat river, drinking delicious Swiss beer. Also,
we of course did a lot of BBQing which in summer we lovingly refer to as the “Swiss
national sport”! Swiss sausages are the best!

If you’re going to Europe, | would personally recommend that you visit Southern
(Angela Fantuzzi / Switzerland)

France and Switzerland!

Upcoming Event: I

Korean Class for Beginners!

“Eikaiwa Talk!” ! - Dates: Saturday: 18 & 25t June, 219 & 9t July  (10:30 - 11:45)

- Date: 11t June (Sat) <Final Session> :i Wednesday: 22" & 29t June, 6t & 13t July (19:30 - 20:45)

- Time: Between 10:00 - 12:00 E: Thursday: '23“’ & 30t June, 7t" & 14t July (10:30 - 11:45)
(Free entry, no reservations required) 1 - Place: Niseko Chomin Center

- Place: Honda Coffee (Niseko-cho, Hondori 106-9) 11 - Teacher: CIR Hyunjung Kim (Korea)

- Seating Capacity: approx. 15 people

11 - Application period: 1t June (Wed) — 15t June (Wed) 2016

- Enquiries: Angela (CIR) or Elen (CIR) EE - Participants: Limited to 15 people per class (First 15 people to apply)

at Niseko Friends I - Apply in person at Niseko Town Council Office or via phone, FAX or e-mail

(For more information please see our Facebook page.) | .. - Cost: Free

(For more information please see our Facebook page.)

(Owen Wu / China)

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Contact: Niseko Friends International Exchange Association (Niseko Town Council Planning & Environment Division)

Representatives: Hyunjung Kim (CIR), Angela Fantuzzi (CIR)

Tel: 0136-44-2121 E-mail: kikaku@town.niseko.lg.jp Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/nisekokokusaikouryuu



