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English conversation classes for adults have began starting in May of this year at the Chomin Center.
When I first proposed this class, I thought that few would be interested, but the number of applicants has far
outnumbered my expectations. Even though I increased the number of classes, there are still many on the
waiting list. While I'm regretful that I cannot accommodate everyone, being unable to attend the class does not
necessarily mean you can’t improve your English, which is why I've gathered some advice for everyone who
wants to study by themselves. I've also used these useful strategies myself to study Japanese.

1) The most important thing is to have a goal. Before beginning studying, it’s important to think about
your goal. Why do you want to study English? Those with very large-scale goals will improve. People with goals
like “I want to marry a native English-speaker”, or “I want to work at a multinational corporation” will most
definitely succeed. Of course it is also possible to succeed with a smaller goal. “I want to travel abroad next
year”, “I would like to converse with foreign customers” and such are also solid goals.

2) When studying by yourself, it’s important to practice with a CD or audio recording. When listening
to the recording, it’s best to speak out loud when you practice. Even if you're not speaking to a real person, just
by speaking out loud you will gain more confidence in the language.

3) For beginners, I recommend watching children’s TV shows in English. Childrens’ cartoons are easier
to understand than content aimed at adults, and watching them will train your ear to the language. For
intermediate students, consuming books and television every day in English will have you progressing rapidly. I
have a friend who is very skilled in languages, and can speak English, Cantonese, Mandarin, Korean and
Japanese all fluently. She has accomplished this is because she’s a drama addict! She watches dramas for many
hours a day, and this has done amazing things for her conversation skills. I've also done something similar: I
play lots of videogames in Japanese for study. If you find a passion, you will improve quite quickly.

4) It’s also important to make friends who speak English. Friends who can speak English and can’t
speak Japanese are the best! In Niseko, it’s quite possible to meet these people. Drop your shyness and actively
look for new friends. The desire to speak more with your friends will become a strong motivator.

More than anything else, enjoying study will motivate you to persist in your studies. If you study with

that mindset you will most certainly improve. Good luck!
- Jennifer Ward

Member Recruitment N\

The Council is a local organization that supervises various international activities, including the
production of this newsletter and the monthly culture events. If you are interested in our activities, you might
want to consider becoming a member.

While our events are all open to participation from the public, as a member you can get involved in

planning events with us. If you become a member, we will send you directly monthly announcements letting you

know ahead of time all of our activities for the month. You can also join us for general meetings and potluck
@rties. If you're interested in joining, please contact us at the Niseko Town Council. /




We want to hear from youl

Do you have something to say? Is there a topic you would like us to write about? Feel free to contact us!
We are always interested in printing articles or hearing ideas from readers! If you are interested, please contact
the Planning and Environment Division at the Niseko Town Council.

Comments:

Name/contact:

ﬁl 6™ Monthly International Culture Event Report: “Das Shinauer Gefilil” Film Screening \

On March 23, 2013, the film “Das Shonauer Gefithl” was presented at the Niseko Town Chomin Center.
The German documentary film outlined the story of how a small town managed to, through extensive lobbying,
break ties with nuclear and carbon fuel power companies and start their own local energy company.

While the story of this town is inspiring, watching the film in its entirety impresses upon the viewers
just how much labour it took to achieve their goal. It took over ten years of committed effort from a large group
of people before the switch to renewable energy sources truly came to fruition.

The film is interesting, but also overwhelms the audience with the enormity of the task portrayed in

&he film. Could a similar project be enacted in a small town in Japan? Perhaps that is a long way off. /

The 8" Monthly International Culturs Event Notice: With Al Senses!

300 years ago, there weren’t any airplanes or travel agents. Travelers boarded big ships to go on far

away adventures, often not knowing anything about the new cultures and languages they would encounter.
They had to rely completely on their five senses to experience the world.
Join our next children’s event and experience the world like the adventurers of old — with all your five

senses! What do foreign countries feel, smell, sound or taste like? Come and find out!

Date: Wednesday, May 22, 2013

D - HRICHERS
Time: Participants may enter at any time between Sic e
3:00-4:30PM (4:30 last entrance)
Place: Asobook Library ’{
NISEKO

Presentation: Eva Haslauer, Coordinator for International Relations

Entry is free of charge! We are looking forward to seeing you there!

Inquiries: Niseko Town International Exchange Council (Niseko Town Council Planning & Environment Division)

Head: Ward, Fukui. Phone:0136(44)2121 E-mail: kikaku@town.niseko.lg.jp




