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G'day, everybody! (English)

My name is Oliver Johnstone, and I come from Canberra, the capital city of Australia. I am one of the new Coordinators
for International Relations working at the Niseko Town Office since July. Until the beginning of last year, I lived in Osaka.
So, while I am in Niseko, I'm eager to soak in the bountiful nature and laidback lifestyle of the Japanese countryside.

Due to Niseko’s famed powder snow, come winter the number of Australians in town explodes. Thanks to that, I don’t
think it’s uncommon to meet an Aussie around here. There’s probably plenty of people who think, “Wow, Australians really
love to ski!” Although that’s true, Australia has many sides that you don’t often see.

For example, unlike Sydney and Melbourne, Canberra is a somewhat rural city. Even though the number of tourists is
relatively few, it’s an immensely beautiful and easy place to live. Situated on a wide plain surrounded by mountains, Canberra
is, like Niseko, brimming with nature. There’s countless species of plants, and seeing parrots, kangaroos, echidnas, and other
cute animals is a daily occurrence. For that reason, Canberra is nicknamed ‘the Bush Capital’. There’s also a man-made lake
in the centre of town, around which you can find many national institutions and government agencies. It’s customary for
Canberrans to walk around the lake before going to get a flat white (Australia’s emblematic coffee). Now doesn’t that sound
fun?

Because Australia is so large, it goes without saying that the country is extremely diverse. People from all over the world
coexist with the indigenous peoples, creating a highly multicultural society. As a CIR, I want to introduce Australian cuisine,
native flora and flora, performing arts and literature through events and classes, all the while focusing on the nation’s
diversity. I am sincerely looking forward to meeting everyone!
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My name is Edith, I was born in the region of crépes, Bretagne, but I was raised in Paris, the capital of the baguette. Before
coming to Niseko, I spent a year in Nagoya as an exchange student, and travelled to Tokyo quite a lot. As this will be my first time
living in town with less than 2 million residents, there are still many things to get used to. But there’s just as many exciting things, so
I am looking forward to learning from everyone!

I am sure that everyone already knows a lot about France. You may know about baguettes and wine, Cezanne and Edith Piaf,
Napoleon and Louis Vuitton, the Fiffel Tower and Mont Saint-Michel. But I am also sure that there are lots of parts of France for
you to discover! For example, did you know about all the different regional language spoken in France? Or the catacombs sub-
culture in Paris? Or even how Japanese culture became a major part of the identities of young French people? By sharing the special
things that are shaping French culture at present, my goal is to make Niseko a land of future ambassadors for Japan-France
friendship!

At first sight, Niseko may seem like the complete opposite of Paris. Paris is always busy with people rushing about, and the skies
are usually as grey as the buildings. But they also share something rare. Both Niseko and Paris are known not only for their
international tourism, but also for how they managed to make it a strength, and create an international community that thrives
from its diversity. So I am looking forward to discovering all of Niseko’s culture and beautiful landscapes, and I believe that I will
soon be able to call Niseko my second home!
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