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(English)
After three years working as a CIR here in Niseko, the time for graduation has finally arrived. As I prepare to

return to Canada and begin a new chapter in a new workplace, I would like to sincerely thank everyone for all the
kind supports you have given me during my time here.

When I first received the news of my placement three years ago, I looked it up on the internet. And, was very
much... shocked. I am also from a small mountainside town, but learning that the closest store is 10 minutes
away, that the nearest full-sized supermarket is not even in town, and seeing the bus schedule for the very first
time made me started to worry about my life in Niseko. Soon after I arrived, through interacting with participants
in our events, and hearing foreign residents saying “thank you” after I helped them, it really didn’t take long for
me to start loving this little snowy town.

When I look back at the time I spent here, there are many memories I will carry with me. I can still recall this
lovely baby girl I met when she was only one month old. I was fortunate enough to witness her grow, starting to
walk, learning to speak, and eventually entering kindergarten. Seeing a family build their life and roots here in
Niseko was a truly special experience for me, and it reminded me how meaningful the connections we make can
become.

After leaving Niseko, I know I will miss the beautiful scenery, the delicious local products, especially the
potatoes, and most of all, the people I met here. Thank you again for everything. Until we meet again.
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Thank you Niseko!

This August, I will complete my time as a CIR and return to Germany. These past two years have truly flown by.

When people think of Niseko, they often picture beautiful winter scenery and winter sports. However, for me, summer
in Niseko holds an even more special charm. Since I come from a densely populated area, the calm and peaceful
atmosphere of Niseko always felt somehow magical to me. Some of my favourite ways to spend sunny days were eating
ice cream and going for walks while feeling the warm breeze. In Niseko, time seems to pass more slowly. When walking
on Nakajima Island in Lake Toya, the only sounds you hear are birds singing and the wind moving through the trees.
In moments like that, I could forget everything and feel nothing but a deep sense of peace. I could not easily spend a day
like that back at home. I'm sure I will miss it dearly. Unfortunately snow was the one thing I could never quite learn to
love until the very end.

To everyone at the town hall and to all the residents of Niseko, thank you so much for welcoming me so warmly from
beginning to end. I was fortunate to have so many wonderful encounters and experiences during my time here. The time

I spent in Niseko will always remain one of my most treasured memories. Thank you very much for everything.
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