NISEKO TOWN INTERNATIONAL O 2
" NEWSLETTER

( Carnival Festivities Bl Anna

14
2003

(English)

February in Belgium is usually cold and rainy. Luckily, we have something
to look forward to, the Carnaval Festivities. You may know the Rio Carnival
or the Venice Carnival, but carnival in Belgium is also an important traditional
event. Carnival festivities around the world have many similarities, but also
regional differences. The most famous carnival in Belgium is the Carnival of
Binche, a town located in the Southern part of Belgium, Wallonia. There are
records of this carnival dating back to the 14th century and it has been
registered as UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage since 2003.The carnival
festivities are spread over 3 days, but the peak of the show is the parade of the
"Gilles". They march through the town wearing clown-like costumes, wooden
shoes, large ostrich feathers and masks. The Gilles dance to the beat of drums
and drive away evil spirits with their sticks. They also throw oranges at the
audience until they reach the town square. It is said that those who catch an
orange will be blessed with good fortune. Only men from Binche can become
"Gilles" and it is an honor to wear the costume.

Next to the parade, there are also other activities to enjoy during the 3 days of carnival. Some towns transform
into an amusement park with the townspeople going on rides dressed in funny costumes. There is also a ritual in
the evening where the “winter man” is put on fire to symbolize the end of the cold winter season. People dance and
chant around him until he is entirely burned down. Apart from these more traditional events, it is also a 3 day long
party. At night there is music and drinks, to enjoy until the break of dawn.
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