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Bush Terrors: Bunyip

Across every country and in every culture there are stories of
mythical creatures. In the West there are tales of werewolves and the
Loch-Ness Monster, and in Japan they have many yokai. Australia is
no exception, and the most famous of mythical creatures is the
bunyip. The bunyip is a part of Aboriginal Australian folklore. It's
name changes according to the language the local Aboriginal peoples
speak, but the name bunyip is said to originate from the Wergaia
language of the Wemba-Wemba people of Victoria. This word was
[ & ' first used by Europeans in 1845, when a
Geelong newspaper published an account of
- discovered fossils, and which were identified
by an Aboriginal person as being a bunyip's. A
majority of bunyip sightings say they look
| similar to seals or swimming dogs, and others
. described them having a long neck with a
small head. The bunyip lives in billabongs
| creeks, riverbeds, and waterholes, and are
' said to be predators of women and children.
The bunyip's legends are also used as
warnings. The bunyip appears in Ngarrindjeri
stories as a water spirit called the Mulyawonk,
which would attack anyone who took more than their fair share of
fish from the waterways, or take children if they got too close to the
water. During European occupation, Aboriginal people warned
Europeans of the dangers of river and lake swimming and prohibited
visitng certain areas, for fear that you would fall victim to a
Bunyip/Mulyawonk. Researchers suggest the origins of the bunyip is
sightings of seals, while some say they may have come from extinct

megafauna, stories of which have been passed down for milleni
The Aboriginal peoples have always [@ s

passed down their culture and history
through oral storytelling, so the Bunyip
may be just more proof of the long
cultural memory of one of the oldest §
peoples in the world. In modern Australia,
the bunyip is now a pop culture icon used

Illustration of a Bunyip
by J. Macfarlane (1890)

Statue of The Bunyip by Ron
Brooks, from picture book The
Bunyip of Berkeley's Creek (1974)
by Jenny Wagner. Forecourt of
the State Library of Victoria.

in books, films, games and for tourism
promotion. The bunyip that now
entertains children is no longer a terror in
the Australian conciousness, but a friendly

monster. By: Syah Wiropuspito

This Month’s Word: Mythology

Japanese: Chinese:

$8EE (shinwa) 1% (shénhua)
Maori: Malay:

parakau mitologi

{Contact) Niseko Friends Secretariat, Niseko Town Hall
Lead: Ho Lee Shing (Lily) If absent: Brooke Palmer

TEL: 0136-44-2121 Email: kokusai@town.niseko.lg.jp

Self-Saucing Chocolate Pudding

This recipe is for a chocolate} ~
sponge cake and chocolate F
sauce. It is super quick and ;
easy to make as one batter
magically transforms into a

moist chocolate cake AND a
chocolate sauce.

You can even bake it in the ——

microwave! It pairs well with
vanilla icecream or whipped cream.

Ingredients

Butter 30g
Sugar 170g
Vanilla Essence 1tsp
Milk 125ml
Salt 1/2 tsp
Cocoa 2 tbsp
Flour 125g
Baking powder 2 tsp
Sauce

Cocoa 2 tbsp
Brown sugar 100g
Dessicated Coconut 1 tbsp
Boiling water 375ml

Instructions:

@ Melt butter.

@ Add rest of ingredients and mix to form a batter.
) spoon into a large dish.

@ Combine sauce ingredients excluding hot water.

® Sprinkle it over the batter and then pour the boiling
water on top.

® Microwave on high for 7-8 minutes uncovered.
By: Brooke Palmer

* CIR Eventsx

% World Cafe %

March 16th (Saturday) 2pm-4pm, Niseko Chomin Centre
% Chinese Language Course %

April 3rd~July 28th, Niseko Chomin Centre

Every Wednesday 3:30pm-5:30pm, Sunday 4:30pm-6:30pm
% Chinese Cooking Class %

April 20th 2pm-5pm, Niseko Chomin Centre
% English Conversation Club %

Every 24 & 4t Saturday 10-11 am (Online)
% CIR Radio Program %

76.2 FM Radio Niseko, Saturdays 11— 11:50 am
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