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Whitebaiting Season

By: Brooke Palmer

The first of September officially marks the beginning of spring in New Zealand,
baby animals are arriving and plants are beginning to bloom.

With the arrival of spring also comes the whitebait season in New Zealand, which
is from 1 September to 30 October.

Whitebait are small, scaleless, juvenile fish that migrate from the ocean, up into
rivers and streams. They are caught in the lower reaches of the river during this
upstream migration. The whitebait that manage to escape the whitebaiter’s net
swim on, mature into adults and spawn upstream.

The native species Inanga is the most common and widespread type of whitebait
fished in New Zealand and is considered ‘taonga’ (treasure) in Maori culture. It
was once an important food source for Maori and continues to be one of the
tradltlonal food gathering practices undertaken today.

‘—q Unlike normal fishing, whitebait is not caught using a fishing rod. Traditionally
| “ Whitebait were caught by Maori using different types of nets woven from harakeke flax,
b U‘ ‘ ' Which were later adapted by settlers to be made from fine cotton. Nowadays Whitebait
""gl are caught in fine-meshed nylon nets that are hand held or set along river banks.
v Whitebait is considered a delicacy in New Zealand and the entire fish is eaten including
7 ﬂ . the head, fins, bones, etc. Whitebait is most commonly enjoyed as fritters. The fish are
o) combined with a mixture of egg and sometimes flour which helps the fish stick together,
then spoonful's are dropped into a pan and fried in butter and oil.

% CIR Events x

Reservations required

with family, enjoying large feasts and giving
thanks to the season’s harvest. Most
people associate it with the American date
of the fourth Thursday in November,
however in Canada it actually takes place a
month and a half earlier, on the second g —
weekend in October! You might be wondering why thls is the case when the two | *Japanese Language Classesx
holidays have the same name. Or perhaps you might not care at all, but I’'m here to Various levels available, inquire for more info
explain to you why they are different anyways.

The first American Thanksgiving is associated with a dinner held between the
pilgrims and the Wampanoag in 1621, symbolizing peace. However, it only became | * CIR Radio Program %
an official national holiday during the Civil War, under Abraham Lincoln, as a way 76.2 FM Radio Niseko Fridays 6 —6:50 pm
to remember the first dinner and to unite the country. The actual date was

switched around a bit, but it was finally decided that the last Thursday in i )
November would be Thanksgiving in 1941.
In Canada, there are some likely historical roots to Thanksgiving, such as a
celebration held by explorer Martin Frobisher in 1578. However, it is more closely
tied with the end of the harvest season, and since Canada is further north and the
harvest ends earlier, Thanksgiving is also earlier in Canada. As such, Thanksgiving is
different between the two countries due to both historical and geographical | French: Malay:
reasons. However, many of its traditions are shared, such as the food. dindon Ayam belanda

By: Mano Hooper

% English Conversation Club %
Every 2" & 4t Saturday 10-11 am (Online)

Japanese: Maori:
tHES pipipi

shichimencho

{Contact) Niseko Friends Secretariat, Niseko Town Hall
Lead: Ho Lee Shing (Lily) If absent: Mano Hooper
TEL: 0136-44-2121 Email: kokusai@town.niseko.lg.jp
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Instagram
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