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St. Patrick’s Day By: Mitchel Lange

In many English speaking countries, there is a certain celebration held on March
17th. Japanese residents of Niseko, have you ever heard of St. Patrick’s Day? On this
day, festivals are held around the world to celebrate Irish culture. It doesn’t seem
like it is very well known within Japan though, which is why | would like to use this
month’s newsletter to introduce this holiday and how to celebrate it.

St. Patrick was a saint who is often credited with spreading Christianity
throughout Ireland. March 17 is the day that he died and this day became a religious
holiday in the country to honor his accomplishments. When Irish people migrated
across the world, they brought Irish culture with them which included St. Patrick’s ~ e S -

Day festivities. Nowadays St. Patrick’s Day is seen less as a religious day and more of ~ The 2019 St. Patrick’s Day Parade in Sapporo
an opportunity to learn about and celebrate Irish culture. St. Patrick’s Day festivals can be found in many countries around the

world today, but particularly large celebrations are held in the United States, England, Canada, and New Zealand.
In most St. Patrick’s Day celebrations, a large parade is held and Irish flags and green decorations
u]

can be seen everywhere. Festival-goers will wear green clothes, and have green-colored food and
drinks. Green is a color that has strong associations with Ireland, and is often said to be the national
color. Also, the deep-green shamrock (three leaf clover) is the national plant of Ireland and is a widely
known Irish symbol.

Although St. Patrick’s Day celebrations are not as popular here as they are in other countries,
domestic festivals can still be found in Japan. This year, there will be a St. Patrick’s Day parade held at
I Odori Park in Sapporo on March 19%! Because of COVID they require all participants to make a

oy | . - . . L
Vou can a L reservation beforehand, but | definitely recommend this event to anyone who is interested in Irish
pply here to join the
2022 st. Patrick’s Day Parade  cUlture or would like to join a proper St. Patrick’s Day celebration. Feel free to scan the QR code to
in Sapporo the left and sign up for the event.

Calling In a Prosperous Lunar New Year With Yee-Sang *CIR Eventsx
K X . R Reservations required
Yee-sang, or yu sang, is a raw fish salad that is crucial to the . .
Malaysian celebration of the Lunar New Year. In Chinese, it is *le'Shd Cort\hversatlon Clubx
n .
written asf 4 (yu shéng) and has the same pronunciation as Every 2 & 4™ Saturday 10-11am (Online)
#&F+, which means increase in abundance. As such, yee-sang is % German Language Class %
considered a symbol of prosperity and abundance. Every Saturday 11:30 am-12:30 pm (Online)
Consmtmg of raw saImc.)n, shredded daikon, carrots, cucuml:.)er, % Chinese for Beginners*
pomelo, crispy gyoza skins, crushed peanuts and topped with .
. . N . Every Monday 10-11 am (Online)
sweet-sour sauce, five spice powder and pepper, this dish is very simple to make. All .
that needs to be done is shredding the vegetable, arranging them nicely on the plate | X Fun Chinese Class

and making the sauce. That being said, many prefer to buy from a restaurant or Every Thursday 10-11 am (Online)
supermarket rather than make it themselves. % Japanese Language Classes
Before digging in, we toss the salad in a rather lively manner. Everyone gathers Various levels available, inquire for more info

around the table with and their chopsticks in hand. When the call to begin is given, | CIR Radio Program %
everyone grabs some of the salad with their chopsticks, brings it up to a certain height 76.2 FM Radio Niseko Fridays 3 — 3:50 pm
and lets it fall back onto the plate. As we toss it, we also say aloud our wishes for the

new year with some idioms. Even though the table gets messy, it is important to This Month’s Word: Clover
continue tossing with gusto. And when everything is well-tossed, we start chomping.

Here’s to another year of prosperity! Japanese: Z7H—/\— Chinese: =2
A few idioms used when tossing Yee Sang (Kuroh-bah) Sanyecio
FEEHF (nidn nidn you ya) BEINE (wan shi rd yi)

Always have more than enough May all your wishes come true German: Kleeblatt Malay: Klover

£ EME (jin yu man tang>) %5 = F (bu bu gdo shéng)

May your home be filled with wealth and  Steady progress with every step .

treasure By Lily
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