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International Newsletier

End of the School Year

For the average worker in Canada, June is not the most exciting month. For students, however, it's
one of the most exciting times of year, and for parents, the busiest, since June marks the end of the
school year and the start of summer vacation. There are a number of different celebrations and
traditions for the end of the school year, especially for graduating students, and I'd like to share a few
that are common in Canada/North America.

Prom

Prom is a big event celebrating high school graduation. For many high schoolers, it’s the event they
look forward to most throughout their four years of high school! Arguably one of the biggest aspects
of prom is the attire — guys are expected to wear their best suits and girls wear colorful ball gown-type
dresses (that they will likely never have the opportunity to wear again). Leading up to prom there’s
often lots of ‘promposals’, where people ask each other out to prom with big, fancy gestures (signs
with bad puns are quite common). Specific prom traditions vary by school, but there’s usually a dinner
at a nice venue, lots of photos, and a big dance at the end.

Graduation trips

Some schools organize big trips for their graduating class, or students might organize one themselves. For North Americans, warm,
Southern destinations are popular, such as Mexico and the Dominican Republic. These trips can be expensive though, so not all
schools do them, or they might do them in a closer city within the country.

Yearbooks

Yearbooks are a book published and distributed to students in June to commemorate the past schoolyear. Yearbooks often have
photos of the whole student body, with special focus on graduating students, and a variety of photos of student life such as club
activities and events. Many schools allow students to include a quote with their picture, and many students spend a lot of time trying
to think of the perfect quote. By: Mano Hooper

This Year’s Hari Raya Aidilfitri % CIR Eventsx

Reservations required

On May 1%, the Islam community in Malaysia * English Conversation Club
were caught off-guard by the unexpected Every 2M & 4th Saturday 10-11 am (Online)
announcement: Hari Raya Aidilfitri would be

celebrated the very next day, and not on the | % Fun Chinese Class %
original date of May 3. Every Thursday 10-11 am, Niseko Chomin Center

Hari Raya Aidilfitri is an annual Muslim event
celebrating the end of the fasting month, or
Ramadan, and it takes place on the 10™ month
of the Islamic calendar. As one Islamic year is | % CIR Radio Program %
only made up of about 354 days, Ramadan and 76.2 FM Radio Niseko Fridays 6 —6:50 pm
Hari R Aidilfitri will I 11 lier th h i . . .

ari Raya Aidi |tr| wi bg ce gbrated déys earlier than the previous year. * Chinese Paper Cutting Workshop %
For example, Hari Raya Aidilfitri next year will be celebrated at the end of April. h - n
While th lendar is i h dof R dan is also d ined b Thursday 16t June 14:30~16:30, Friday 17t June
i e't e calendar is important, the en o. .ama an |s.a'so etcermme y 10~12, Saturday 25™ June 14:30~16:30, Niseko
observations of the moon phases made by religious authorities. This year, they Chomin Center
sighted a new moon on May 1%, and made the call to end Ramadan one day

earlier. Apparently the last time something similar like this happened was in This Month’s Word: Graduation
the year 1982.

Undoubtedly, there were people who had yet to finish their Raya

% Japanese Language Classes

Various levels available, inquire for more info

preparations. According to news outlets, many rushed to the supermarkets Japanese: Z2 % Chinese: gl
and barbershops upon hearing this announcement. Ice was sold out at (Sotsugyou) (bi ye)

convenient stores too!
Despite all the rush, I’'m sure the Muslim community in Malaysia had a great

. . . | German: abschluss Malay: pengijazahan
time celebrating the end of their fast. By: Ho Lee Shing
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