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International Newsletier

Turkey vs. KFC By: Mano Hooper

December is here, which means it’s time for our yearly Christmas themed
article! In Japan, the stereotypical tradition is that Christmas Eve is celebrated
with KFC, which Westerners always seem to find quite funny. However, our
tradition (at least in North America) of eating turkey for Christmas dinner may
also be seen as strange in Japan. So why do we celebrate Christmas with
turkey?

Turkeys began being used for Christmas by the English, back when they were

in the early days of exploring North America. As turkeys are native to North
America, there was an abundance of them to be brought back to England.
Before turkeys, meats commonly eaten on Christmas included geese and boar,
but King Henry VIII started the turkey tradition. It quickly caught on as it
allowed farmers to save their livestock for other things, and was the perfect
size for a big family meal such as Christmas. It gradually became more popular
over time, becoming cemented in tradition by the 19t century and remaining
popular today.
Now that we’ve covered turkey, what about KFC in Japan? Since Christianity is not as big here, Christmas obviously also isn’t as
big. However, it became bigger as the number of foreigners living in Japan increased, and also became popular with Japanese
people who were interested in Western festivities. Since turkeys are not native to Japan, not to mention it requires a large
oven to cook, it’s hard to make for Christmas dinner here. Following a successful ad campaign ran by KFC in the 70s, the public
turned to American-style fried chicken for their Christmas dinner instead. The fact that Colonel Sanders looks like Santa Claus is
just an added bonus for their marketing!

Summer Christmas!

Here in Japan, when you imagine
Christmas, it’s full of snow, hot drinks
and Christmas lights, right? But not
in Australial When we think of
Christmas it’s all about the 30 degree
heat, barbeques and the beach! As
Australia is in the southern
hemisphere the seasons are opposite = ==

to Japan, so instead of a White Christmas, we get a hot oneI % Japanese Language Classes %

% CIR Events x

Reservations required

% XMAS Craft Event %
Saturday 24t 10:30am
Registration required, inquire for more info

% English Conversation Club %
Every 2" & 4t Saturday 10-11 am (Online)

While we still follow many of the usual Christmas traditions, it’s not surprising Various levels available, inquire for more info

we also created new ones. Christmas in Australia is the time families come
together, either on December 24t or 25, to enjoy a Chrissy lunch or dinner. % CIR Radio Program *

Every family’s meal is different, and while many enjoy the traditional English- 76.2 FM Radio Niseko Fridays 6 — 6:50 pm
style roast turkey or ham with roast veggies, many also have barbeques in the
backyard or at the local park! While the adults cook the sausages, lamb chops
and prawns on the barbie (barbeque), the kids are either playing in the pool
or enjoying a game of cricket. And for dessert, it’s popular to enjoy a delicious

Pavlova (a meringue-based cake) decorated with summer fruits like kiwi, Japanese: Maori:
strawberries, and blueberries. However, what might be the most iconic ZbES Haukai
Christmas Day event is at Bondi Beach, Sydney. On the 25t of December, Gochiso

Australia’s most famous beach is decorated with Christmas trees and full of

people in costumes, resulting in the iconic image of a ton of Santa Clauses
riding the waves on surfboards! By: Syah Wiropuspito
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