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International Newsletier

Superstitions from the CIR’s home countries

A few days ago, | came across a lovely black
cat on the streets. Right then, | was reminded
of two rather contradicting superstitions. In
some countries, it is bad luck if a black cat
crosses one’s path. In others, they are bringers
of good luck and fortune. And so, | thought it’d
be interesting to introduce superstitions from

the CIR’s home countries in this month’s article.

Malaysia

@ Never write names in red

Red ink is associated with death as it was often
used to write the names of the dead. Hence,
writing someone’s name in red will bring bad
luck or worse, death.

@ Don't point at the moon

It is believed that that pointing at the moon
would anger the Moon Goddess and result in
an ear getting chopped off! Similarly, pointing
at a rainbow would lead to a broken finger.
Maybe these terrifying taboos were concocted
to deter kids from pointing at people?

America, Canada
@ Never walk under a ladder
The triangle that is formed when propping a

a ladder against the wall resembles the Holy
Trinity in Christianity. Walking under the ladder
breaks the Holy Trinity, and lures in evil spirits.
Religious reasons aside though, isn’t it just safer
not to walk under a ladder as tools could fall
from above and injure you?

@ Knock on wood to get rid of bad luck
This is usually done after saying something
ominous. It is believed that knocking awakens
spirits living in the wood that will help dispel
the bad luck. In the UK, just touching the wood
while saying ‘touch wood’ would suffice.

China
® Be careful not to break any glass during the
Lunar New Year

Broken glass means bad luck for the new year.
However, if you do accidentally break a fragile
object, be sure to sayig i % (sul sui ping an),
or may the years to come be peaceful, to ward
off the looming bad luck.

® Money given during the New Year acts as a
talisman for children

In the past, people believed that children fell ill

after being attacked by an evil spirit called ‘Sui’

during the New Year. To protect them,
grown-ups would give children some
money so that they could pay off the spirit
if it came to attack them; thus ensuring a
peaceful year ahead.

Germany

@ Pressing your thumbs for good luck
This superstition originates from the
Roman gladiator fights. The emperor
would use his thumb to signal whether to
keep the loser of the fight alive or kill them.
Thumb up meant execute them and thumb
pressed (no thumb) meant spare them.

Chimney sweeps are good luck

The reasoning behind this is rather
pragmatic. People could start cooking food
again after their blocked up chimney had
been cleaned by this trusty fellow.
Additionally, a clean chimney also meant
reduced risk of house fires. J

By: Ho Lee Shing (Lily) YR

What are the differences between education systems in

the countries of CIR’s?

In Japan, the school year starts on April 1%, however
other countries are different. Today, | would like to
introduce the differences between education systems in

the countries of CIR’s.

In Germany, the school year usually starts in late August
to early September. Each state has different start dates.
The compulsory education is 9 years, the same as Japan,
but the education system is quite different. In Germany, primary education is typically
4 years, for students aged 6 to 10 years. Secondary education is 8 years, for students

aged 10 to 18 years.

School years in the United States begin in September and compulsory education is
12 years. Depending on the state, some elementary schools are 6 years and some are 5
years. In addition, junior high school for 2 or 3 years and senior high school for 3 or 4

years are the most common patterns.

In China, the school year begins in September as well, but the education system is
basically the same as in Japan, with a 6+3+3 model.

Canada's school year begins in mid-August to early September. Compulsory
education also varies slightly from state to state, but is normally for 10 years. The years
of primary and secondary education may differ. However, the public schools’ system is
usually similar with the education system in Japan.

The school system in Malaysia consists of primary education (6 years), secondary
education (5 years), and 1 or 2 years of pre-university senior secondary study. The

school year usually starts in January.

* CIR Eventsx

Reservations required

% English Conversation Club %

Every 2" & 4t Saturday 10-11 am (Online)

% German Language Class %

Every Saturday 11:30 am-12:30 pm (Online)

% Fun Chinese Class %
Every Thursday 10-11 am, Niseko Chomin Center
P No classes on 215t and 28t April.

% Japanese Language Classes %
Various levels available, inquire for more info

% CIR Radio Program %

By: Mei Guannan

Japanese: #{E (mei shin)

German: aberglaube

76.2 FM Radio Niseko Fridays 6 — 6:50 pm

This Month’s Word: superstition

i

Chinese: 2&{,
(mixin)

Malay:
kepercayaan karut

{Contact) Niseko Friends Secretariat, Niseko Town Hall

Lead: Mitchel Lange (If absent: Yoshida)

TEL: 0136-44-2121 Email: kokusai@town.niseko.lg.jp
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Instagram
Facebook
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