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Romanticism in Times of COVID

Good day everyone, Emanuel Neubauer here, Niseko's one and only German CIR.

How are you doing? Let me guess, you are feeling stressed because of the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, am | right?!
Who could have imagined the crisis would take this long to get better? | just want this to be over as soon as possible.
Like most people, | am longing for those pre-COVID-19 times, and quite often, | wander off in my mind to different
times and places. In the process of doing so, | start to wonder, "Is that a bad thing to do?"

Well, | guess it all depends, right? Out of those feelings, great things can emerge, too!
Let us look no further than art! For example, during the art historic movement of romanticism,
artists longed and strived for the fantastic, mystic, and nature, fleeing from the emerging

industrialization. In their moodiness, they created great masterpieces through which we can be
inspired for all times to come. Please look at one of the most recognized romantic paintings by
German painter Caspar David Friedrich (the one shown next to this article). How do you feel
looking at it? Aren't you feeling inspired or maybe even curious, ready to take on whatever lies
behind that eerie white mist?! So, to all those painters out there, take those pre-COVID-19-
longing/feelings, create some outstanding masterpieces, and make others feel great!

Go, go, go!

By: Emanuel

National Day of China

What season do you like best? | love both the summers and winters in
Hokkaido, but when | lived in China the season | liked the most was autumn. One
reason is because autumn includes National Day, one of the most important
holidays in China.

National Day is October 1st, and includes a seven-day celebration, similar to
Japan’s ‘Golden Week’. On October 1st 1949, Mao Zedong proclaimed the
founding of the People’s Republic of China from Tian‘anmen Square in Beijing.
Then in December 1949, the Chinese Government passed a law proclaiming
October 1st as the National Day of China. It became one of the most important
holidays in China not only because it celebrates the foundation of the country, but
also because of the seven-day holiday! However, due to its short history, there are
not too many traditional events or customs held on this day. The most notable
celebrations are the flag-raising ceremonies and parades at Tian’anmen Square. In
2019, about 150,000 people went to see the flag-raising ceremony. When | was a

junior high school student, | went to see it with my parents at 4am in the morning.

Even though | only remember how cold it was and the huge number of people,
looking back | realize it was quite a memorable trip for me. A military parade is
held every five years, followed by grand performances such as traditional dance
and symphonic performances. When | was in China, | often watched theses
performances live on TV while eating snacks and hanging out with my family.

A lot of people choose to travel during the
National Day holiday, since it is said that autumn is
the best season to travel in China. In 2019, about
782 million people travelled during the National Day
holiday, according to the Ministry of Culture and
Tourism. Therefore, if you choose to travel during
this period, you need to be careful about traffic

accidents and traffic jams. By: Mei

% CIR Eventsx

% Niseko CIR Radio Program %
Radio Niseko 76.2 FM

“English Radio Hour”
Fridays 3 — 3:50 pm

* Online Eikaiwa Circle %
Every 2™ and 4th Saturday, 10~11 am
Online event, pre-registration required

* Chinese for Beginnersx
Every Monday 10:00 am ~11:00 am
Online, application required

English: romanticism

Japanese: AV X & Chinese: JRig 3 X
(roman-shugi) (langman zhuyi)
German: romantik Malay:

romantisisme

{Contact) Niseko Friends Secretariat, Niseko Town Hall
Lead: Mitchel Lange (If absent: Yoshida)
TEL: 0136-44-2121 Email: kokusai@town.niseko.lg.jp
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