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International Newsletier

Ethnic minorities in China

China is a multi-ethnic country consisting of 56 ethnic groups. Among them, the Han Chinese have the largest number of
people, accounting for more than 90% of the total population. The other 55 ethnic groups, which are called ethnic minorities,
account for about 10% of the total population. China's multiethnic society is formed from various exchanges such as business,
marriage, and cultural fusion over many years, and is a society rich in complexity, uniqueness, and inclusiveness.

While there are many people who find the history and culture of China interesting, not many people know that what makes
Chinese culture interesting is that it has evolved from a diverse and rich social environment.

Many people assume all Chinese people are Han, and therefore Chinese culture is the same as Han culture. However, this would
be the same as assuming all Chinese food is just dumplings, fried rice, and mapotofu.

In fact, different ethnic groups in China have their own languages, cultural customs and religious beliefs. In the past, it seems
that there were cultural misunderstandings and friction, but now, it is generally accepted that mutual understanding and
prosperity between multiple cultures is very important. In order to preserve the different characteristics of each culture, local
governments have adopted different policies. For example, my hometown Baoding, which is a city with an overwhelming
majority of Han people, also has an area where Hui people (a Muslim ethnic group) live. You can see not only mosques and
community centers for people to hold cultural events, but also traditional butchers and sweets shops. There are many
restaurants for ethnic groups in my hometown, and there are always ethnic dishes in school cafeterias that do not use
ingredients derived from pork. | also had some friends from different minority groups in college, including Mongols, Manchus,
and Korean-Chinese. According to them, in the compulsory education stage, they learn everything in their own ethnic language
except for the national language class, where they learn both their own ethnic language and Mandarin Chinese. As a member of
the Han Chinese majority, this was the first | had learned about such an education system for ethnic minorities.

Although Chinese culture is a mixture of cultures of multiple ethnic groups and different dynasties, the culture of each ethnic
group is different from the Chinese culture. Even though | am a Chinese person, what | know about Chinese minorities is just the
tip of the iceberg. However, | want to tell as many people as possible what | have seen, heard, experienced, and felt.

By: Guannan Mei

“Let’s Walk the Streets of Niseko!”

Hello, I'm Aoki Miho. | go to Niseko High
School.

Everyone, do you like the nature of Niseko?
Niseko has many wonderful places such as
Mt.Yotei, Mt.Annupuri, and the Shiribetsu River.

Having lived in Niseko for the past three years, this town has a lot of
my favorite spots. | recommend the paths from Kira Kaido and Arishima
Memorial Museum area to Niseko Station. Those are some of my
favorite walks and | get excited just to walk them. The Kira Kaido has a
policy of no electric poles and offers a beautiful view of Niseko. The
walk from the Arishima Memorial Museum to Niseko Station is filled
with peaceful, rural scenery.

This is what | love about Niseko.

I would like to work in Niseko Town in the future.

Feeling the richness of nature and the clear air and touched by the
kindness of the local people, | felt that this town is a wonderful place to
live in. | am going to try everything | can to be a great member of
society and contribute to the town of Niseko!

By: Niseko High School Aoki Miho

{Contact) International Exchange Association Niseko Friends Secretariat

* CIR Eventsx

% Niseko CIR Radio Program
“English Radio Hour” Every Friday 3 pm ~ 3:50
Radio Niseko 76.2 FM

* Beginner Japanese P1 (Start at Jan.13t)
Every Wed. 10:00 am ~11:30 am
Niseko Chomin Center Sub Hall

* Beginner Japanese P2 (Start at Jan.12t)
Every Tue. 10:00 am ~11:30 am
Niseko Chomin Center Sub Hall

* Intermediate Japanese (Start at Jan.14th)
Every Thu. 10:00 am ~11:30 am
Niseko Chomin Center Training Room 2

* Chinese Class (Start at Jan.21st)
Every Thu. 10:00 am ~11:15am
Niseko Chomin Center Traning Room 2

% Eikaiwa TALK
Jan. 9%, 16th 10:00 am ~ 11:00 am
Niseko Chomin Center Training Room 2

HAZE: EXY(mosuku) HEEE: EHF
(gingzhensi)

KAV:&: Moschee <L —E&: Masjid

(Niseko Town Hall, Planning and Environment Division) Lead: Mitchel Lange (CIR) (If absent : Yoshida)

TEL: 0136-44-2121 Email: kokusai@town.niseko.lg.jp Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/nisekokokusaikouryuu
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