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Do Foreigners Want to Go “Home”?
The novel coronavirus has been tough for everyone, including foreign residents of Japan. One common narrative on major
news stations in Japan is the idea that foreign residents are trapped and can’t go home. However, many foreign residents
in Japan don’t want to “go home.” Their home, families, and businesses are in Japan. In fact, | know some foreign
residents who were trapped outside of Japan this summer and spend months trying to get back in!

Last month, | was invited to be a guest on a popular television channel. We were
supposed to present a haiku that we felt represented the year 2020, so | wrote several

TmmEmr
drafts in preparation for the program. One of my draft poems depicted grounded ‘:::
airplanes and was about being unable to return home. It was my least favorite of the
bunch, so | read one of my other drafts instead. However, when the company .I....l..
spokesperson saw my list of poem drafts at the end of the recording session, he told
me to read the one about grounded airplanes too. In the end, that was the only part of ...'....

my recording that made it into the final program. | had unwittingly become yet another
representative of the “foreigners who can’t go home” club.

Saying that all foreign residents are trying to return home assumes that Japan is not 9
their home already. Many foreign residents pay taxes, own a home, and send their A
children to Japanese schools. “Foreigners” have a wide diversity of experiences and
identities. If we want to build an inclusive multicultural community, we will need to
acknowledge this diversity within the foreign community as well.

By: Michael

Let’s Walk the Streets of Niseko! * CIR Eventsx

* Niseko CIR Radio Program
“English Radio Hour”
Every Friday 3 pm ~ 3:50 pm
Radio Niseko 76.2 FM

% 7th Annual Picture Book World:
Radio Broadcast Edition
Every Weekday Feb. 1st — Feb. 26t
1:10 pm~ 1:25 pm
Radio Niseko FM 76.2

Hello! | am Saito Nonoka, a Niseko
High School 3" year student.

By the way, have you ever been to
“Asobook”? It’s a library in Niseko
Town. | often find myself spending
two hours there. It's my favorite
place to go to take it easy and
relax. Finding a book that you

want to read is fun, but | think that —

another way to enjoy the library is to look for books that you Also available on Radio Niseko’s
instinctively feel like reading. official YouTube channel!

Asobook holds many events. For example, reading a picture book % Language Class Cancellations *
and creating “senryu” using the title of books. The one | enjoy the All Chinese, English, and Japanese
most is the "Asobook Festival". We have puppet shows, street classes are cancelled for the month
performances, cotton candy, yo-yo fishing, second-hand book fairs of February.

anf:l morF:'. . o English: Airport

This year's event was cancelled due to the coronavirus, which is very

disappointing, but | would like to attend more events in the future. If Japanese: Z27%& th'”ese'miﬁ’
. . . (kuukou) (jichang)
you have the time, please stop by and check it out! You might come
across a great book. German: Flughafen Malay: Lapangan
By: Niseko High School Saito Nonoka Terbang

{Contact) International Exchange Association Niseko Friends Secretariat
(Niseko Town Hall, Planning and Environment Division) Lead: Mitchel Lange (CIR) (If absent : Yoshida)
TEL: 0136-44-2121 Email: kokusai@town.niseko.lg.jp Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/nisekokokusaikouryuu
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