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Niseko Town v”I.Puinshed by the Niseko Town CIRs

(Coordinators for International Relations)

Newsletter

Why Won’t Americans Wear Masks?

Just about everyone in Japan is wearing a mask these days. Masks are popular because they are an easy and inexpensive way to
minimize the risk of contracting coronavirus. However, in America wearing a mask has become a political issue. Many people
refuse to wear masks despite the rising number of coronavirus cases. “Why fight over this?” you might ask. There are a couple

of major reasons why Americans won’t wear masks:

1. Alack of “mask wearing” culture

In Japan and most of Asia, masks are frequently worn to help prevent disease and are even considered fashionable. But in
America, masks are much more uncommon. Before the coronavirus started spreading, many thought of masks as tools that

only doctors use.

2. The debate around “freedom”

In America, the idea of “freedom” is very important. Many Americans are very resistant to new
rules that they think might impinge on their freedom, even if those rules appear beneficial.

3. Donald Trump

A

~——

President Trump has minimized the danger of the coronavirus for a long time and disparaged the use of masks early in the
epidemic. Although he now wears a mask sometimes, he is still against mandating masks and many of his supporters still dislike

wearing them.

Due to these reasons and others, wearing a mask is a very controversial topic in America. Some people have started wearing

masks, but many others have not. This is likely part of the reason why the virus has spread so fast in America.

The 34 Annual World Festival: Now Online!

For the last three summers, the CIR’s have hosted an event called World Festival.
As a small scale festival, the main goals were to introduce trivia about the countries
of the CIR’s to children while they try their hand at games that people in these
countries play during summer or at festivals. Across the last two years, we had games
such as Hurling (Ireland), Cornhole (USA), Jianzi (China) and more. We threw a stamp
rally where children earned stamps as they answered questions about our countries
and played our games, and they would receive prizes after collecting all the stamps.

Because of the corona situation and the need to avoid large gatherings, this
year’s World Festival is being put on in a different form. This year there are no
physical games, but we have an online game made by the CIR Emanuel that has you
visiting different parts of Niseko town while playing mini-games and gathering fun
facts about our countries. If you beat the game you can enter a raffle to win some
international prizes, which will be sent out to applicants on a later date.

In addition to the game, there is also a
special live radio broadcast being done in
cooperation with Radio Niseko on September 5.
Tune in to hear all of the CIR’s talking about the
trivia we included in the game, along with
some culture presentations about each of our
countries.

Just because we need to stay home doesn’t
mean we can’t have some international fun!
Scan the QR code here and trying joining in on
World Festival yourself!

By: Mitchel

{Contact) International Exchange Association Niseko Friends Secretariat

By: Michael
* CIR Eventsx

% Beginner Japanese P1
Every Wed. 10:00 am ~11:30 am
Niseko Chomin Center Sub Hall
% Beginner Japanese P2
Every Tue. 10:00 am ~11:30 am
Niseko Chomin Center Sub Hall
% Intermediate Japanese
Every Thu. 10:00 am ~11:30 am
Niseko Chomin Center Training Room 2
% Chinese Language Class for Children
Every Wed. 3:45 pm ~5:10 pm
Niseko Chomin Center Sub Hall
% Eikaiwa TALK!
Sep. 12t and 19t 10:00 am ~ 11:00 am
Niseko Chomin Center Training Room 2
% World Matsuri Live Broadcast Event
Sep. 15t 12:00 pm ~ 2:00 pm
Kira no Yu Onsen (Radio Niseko 76.2)

This Month’s Word Corner

English: Mask Japanese: Y A%
(masuku)

German: Maske Chinese:A £ (kou zhao)

(Niseko Town Hall, Planning and Environment Division) Lead: Mitchel Lange (CIR) (If absent : Yoshida)

TEL: 0136-44-2121 Email: kokusai@town.niseko.lg.jp Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/nisekokokusaikouryuu
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