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Culture Corner: Arbor Day

Arbor Day is a holiday in which individuals and groups are encouraged to
plant trees. The first plantation festival in the world was held in a Spanish village
called Mondofiedo in 1594.

The first American Arbor Day was started on April 10, 1872, in Nebraska City,
Nebraska by J. Sterling Morton. After this, the government designated the third
Wednesday of April as Arbor Day.

The first Arbor Day in China was started by the famous forestry scientist Ling Dao- £
yang in 1915, and in the next year, the national government designated April 6th as &

Chinese Arbor Day. From then on, the event was held every year for many years,
but was suspended due to World War II.

Arbor Day was not regularly in China for some time. However, in 1979 the
| B . Chinese government designated March 12th as the Arbor Day of the People's
Inalfz s Republic of China. Now more than 50 countries in the world have established
their own Arbor Days. Due to the differing conditions and geographical locations,
the name and time of Arbor Day vary from country to country. For example, in
Canada, it is called National Forest Week and is held on the last full week of
September. Japan celebrates a similarly themed Greenery Day held on May 4th.

By :Mei Guannan
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Nebraska City, 1872

CIR Corner: Bad News Hysteria
It’s me again, your favorite German Coordinator for International Relations from * CI R Eve ntS *
Niseko Town! Have you seen the news recently, like every day? | bet you have, and it . .
is all about but one thing, your unfriendly neighborhood virus, Covid-19 (and celebs * NI_SekO_CIR Radio P_rOQ ram
cheating on each other). So much fun, right?! ”Eng_llsh_ Radio Hour” Every Friday 3 pm ~ 3:50

Oh, don’t get me wrong now, | love the news. It is an indispensable information tool Radio Niseko 76.2 FM
of our society! Without the news, we often wouldn’t know about danger heading our
way (especially invisible stuff like Covid-19) or know about politicians bribing their way
to the top (and moral bottom) of society.

BUT, some people get really weird really fast when watching too much news in too
short a period of time! Especially, when the news is about something that can *Japanese Language Class P2
potentially harm them/us (looking at you, unfriendly neighborhood virus Mr. Covid- .

19). In such a situation, more than a few us are eager to point our finger at or even Canceled for Apl‘ll
attack others out of reflex (or stupidity). One might argue in such a case that -

consuming too much news might be more harmful than beneficial, even though * Chinese Class .
watching the news seems like the right thing to do. Too much of a good thing can be Restarts from 9t Apl‘ll
harmful sometimes. If the city you’re living in is burning, it is advisable to search for * Eikaiwa TALK!

shelter in the water, but swimming all the way into the middle of the Pacific Ocean Apr. 11t 185t 10:00 ;m ~ 11:00 am

(and taking all t.hfe city’s toilet paper with you)? Maybe not so mucr_1... . Niseko Chomin Center Training Room 2
Let’s not be idiots, now. We should at least leave some of the toilet paper to burn in

the city and then swim to the Pacific, deal?!
*Disclaimer: don’t stop watching the news, just don’t let it get the better of you. N This Month’s Word Corner

% Japanese Language Class P1
Every Tue. 10:00 am ~11:30
Niseko Chomin Center subhall

If you watch the news all day, Do not fall for the devil inside, OFF '\;JH Eng!ISh: t 'Ij(apaknese:(IEi.t)
You may feel like prey! Your goodwill mustn’t hide! g - g EulEnEn SIS bt
All of a sudden fear leads the way, Sometimes let the bad news slide, gz Chinese: CETER:

i i i | Again, will your smile grow wide. it e
Being nice soon is a nay! g y 8 By Emanuel huan jing (3A8%) umwelt

{Contact) International Exchange Association Niseko Friends Secretariat
(Niseko Town Hall, Planning and Environment Division) Lead: Mitchel Lange (CIR) (If absent : Sawada)
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