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Culture Corner: September, America’s Second January

In Japan, April is a time of new beginnings. The school year begins, recent graduates start
work, and internal transfers take place as companies start their new fiscal year. As a symbol of v
all these changes taking place, blooming sakura flowers can be found around the country. All of '&’
these images- fresh flowers, new jobs, and new school years, make April feel like a “second
January” of sorts, like the beginning of a new year. However, things work a bit differently in <3
America. If the “second January” of Japan is April, then America’s equivalent would have to be
September.
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First off, American schools don’t start in Spring, but rather Fall. Instead of pink sakura flowers and falling
petals, American children are instead greeted by autumn colors and falling leaves when they returnto
school. And returning to school can be a big change! This is another difference with Japan- while
summer break in Japan will start in July and last about 4-6 weeks, summer break in the States
starts in June and usually lasts 10-11 weeks. Depending on the area, that means some children
are on summer vacation for twice as long as those in Japan! No wonder the start of the school
year can leave such an impression on kids.

One the other hand, although new jobs can certainly feel like new beginnings, companies hire
throughout the year in the States and don’t concentrate hires into one period of the year like Japan.
The fiscal year may start in April for both countries, but there is no one season that is so heavily
‘ﬁ\ associated with new jobs like April is in Japan. That means that for the most part, that special feeling of
a fresh start in September for Americans likely comes from growing up in a culture where schools start in
Autumn. Either way, whether your “second January” seems to hit you in September or January, | hope Fall

2018 is full of exciting opportunities for all you readers out there. -Mitchel Lange
CIR Corner: The Mid-Autumn Festival % CIR Activities %
Have you ever eaten mooncakes, the traditional Chinese dessert? The * Asobook “Magic Carpet” Reading
Mid-Autumn Festival, the second largest traditional festival in China, falls on Sept 27 (Thu) 2:45~3:30pm Emanuel

the 15th day of the 8th month of the lunar calendar (September 24t this
year) and eating moon cakes is one the festival’s traditions. Because the full
moon represents happiness and reuniting with old friends in China, it’s also a
tradition to be with your family for the festival. People have a three-day
holiday during the Mid-Autumn Festival, so they can go back to their

* Niseko CIR Radio Programs
Every Friday 3-4pm
Sept7 All CIRs
[CaofEioT ! XE] (JA)
Sept 14 All CIRs

hometowns, reunite with their families, and taste various food harvested [English Radio Hour] (EN)
that fall. Sept 21 Mitchel & Derek
When | was young, | liked the Mid-Autumn Festival very much. As an only [English Radio Hour] (EN)
child | often felt lonely, but during the Mid-Autumn Festival, | was able to Sept 28 Ema & Mei
play with my cousins. Not to mention the food my grandmother made! Those [English Radio Hourl (EN)
were some of the happiest days in my childhood. Since | came to Japan three Eikaiwa TALK! (Chomin Center Room #1)
years ago, | haven’t spent the Mid-Autumn Festival with my family. Every Sept 11 (Tue) 10~11
year during the mid-Autumn Festival, | miss mooncakes, children’s games, Sept 29 (Sat) 10~12

and my grandma’s smile. | always think to myself, “l wonder if my family is

also watching the moon right now?”.
In Japan, | have met a lot of people who are interested in working in

international relations. They are interested in Chinese culture, and hold the

English: School

Mid-Autumn Festival yearly. | always felt like | was in China when | was with Japanese: R Irish:  Scoil

them. Thanks to such wonderful people | feel determined to do my best on (gakkou) (Skulr)

my own international exchange projects too. Chinese: 224 P
Guannan Mei (XUéXiéO) (ShOO-th)

{Contact) International Exchange Association Niseko Friends Secretariat (Niseko Town Hall, Planning and
Environment Division) Lead: Derek Moore (CIR) (If absent : Sawada)
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