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(Coordinators for International Exchange)

Monthly International Exchange

Culture Corner: Flying As a Father

Hello everyone, it’s Emanuel the German CIR from Niseko! | don’t know about you guys,
but | usually like to try out new things. At least that is what | thought before | got married

So, this May, my little family and | decided to fly to Germany to say hello to my (now) great
grandpa and great grandma. My sharp senses enabled me to realize that this little trip
would be another “first” and most likely not a pleasant one. At that time Yuto was 5 months
old and | got a little worried... | thought, “Is it ok to take a 5-month-old baby on a plane?!”.

In my unrest | ventured trough the world wide web in search of pilgrims who made the same
journey before me. Maybe they would ease my concerns?! What | found instead though did nothing
but catalyze my concerns! Most reports were something like “it’s the worst” or “crying the whole
flight” and so on. So, when the day finally came and we sat down in the plane, | was prepared for

1 the very worst!

1 “Buhhhwwuuuuuuuuu” | heard the engine firing up, as did my pulse, fueled by anxiety over the
expected 15-hour-baby-crying-nightmare-flight. But then, silence. Yuto wasn’t crying, not one

bit!!!l In fact, when our trip was over Yuto had only cried for about 5 min during our plane rides. In
the end it didn’t turn out to be as exhausting as we expected (though it was still very much
exhausting) and | really enjoyed the whole experience! What can | say guys, | guess the moral of the
story is “DO NOT LET THE INTERNET DESTROY YOUR EXPECTATIONS”! ©

Emanuel Neubauer

CIR Corner: Connections from All Around the World % CIR Activities %
Hey everyone, this is Mitchel. It’s been about a year since I've came to * Asobook “Magic Carpet” Reading
Niseko and | feel so grateful for all of the wonderful experiences I've had. In Aug 30 (Thu) 2:45~3:30pm Mitchel

particular, I'd like to use this moment to reflect on all of the different types of
people | have met in my time here.

* Niseko CIR Radio Programs
Every Friday 3-4pm

My job is to be a coordinator of international relations (CIR) within Niseko, Aug 3 Al CIRs
but | have been a part of so many exchange opportunities not in just Niseko, [CoE>T ! XKE] (JA)
but all throughout Hokkaido this year. | was hired by the JET Programme, Aug 10 All CIRs
which is also in charge of hiring the ALT’s in Japan’s public schools- as such, | [English Radio Hour] (EN)
have met English teachers and CIR’s living all throughout Hokkaido that are Aug 24 Mitchel & Derek
from many different countries. [English Radio Hour] (EN)

Aug 31 Ema & Mei

In July alone, not including the daily interactions | have with my Chinese, [English Radio Hour] (EN)
German, and Irish coworkers, | found myself at events interacting with * Eikaiwa TALK! (Chomin Center Room #1)
people from countries like Scotland, Canada, South Africa, Australia, Aug 7 (Tue) 10~11
Singapore, and Hong Kong. It's become quite common for me to find myself Aug 18 (Sat) 10~12

in a group surrounded by no other people from my country, and on some
occasions I'll even find myself in a group where every single person is from a Emanuel’s Word Corner

different country!

German: Stern ( shteh-urn)
Our conversations together often touch on differences in the English we

. o . Japanese: £ Irish: Réalta
have learned, culture differences between our individual countries, and (hposhi) (reil-tah )
experiences living abroad. | feel blessed to know so many interesting people
from all over the world, and | hope to meet many more in the next year. Chinese: 2% English: Star

Mitchel Lange (Xing Xing)

{Contact) International Exchange Association Niseko Friends Secretariat (Niseko Town Hall, Planning and
Environment Division) Lead: Derek Moore (CIR) (If absent : Sawada)

TEL: 0136-44-2121 Email: kokusai@town.niseko.lg.jp Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/nisekokokusaikouryuu
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