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Culture Corner: Aonach an Phoic — The Puck Fair

Dia dhaoibh! How are you all keeping? Derek here. With the recent warm weather it really is
starting to feel like summer here in Niseko. And we all know what that means, festival season has
begun. While we may not have the shrine or temple festivals like Japan, we do have a few unique
ones of our own. Here | would like to introduce one of the more unusual ones, “Aonach an

Phoic”, or the “Puck Fair”.

As with most festivals, this one has music, food, dancing, parades and such, but there is a rather
unique element setting it apart. That being having a goat king. Yes, a king...that is a goat.
The Puck Fair, or Fair of the He-Goat (going by the Irish name), is an annual 3 day fair held in

The Queen and her Court

g ?@ August in the town of Killorglin, Co. Kerry in the south-west of Ireland. The festival is well over

Cor()ndnon Ceremony

400 years old, first recorded in an official document in 1603 by then king of England, James,
>\ and even then was considered an old festival. Scholars believe that it may be a remnant of
2 ancient Celtic celebrations of the harvest festival “Lughnasadh”.

Y Before the fair starts, a goat from the mountainsis caught by some young men and brought to the
town. A local young girl, aged around 12~13, is selected to become the “Queen of Puck” and her

court is also elected. On the first day of the fair, a parade in her honour is held and she crowns the
(Photo Credit: Dave Rolt) i ” . . .
goat “King Puck” at a special ceremony. It is also customary to hold a horse show on the first day,
and a cattle show on the second. On the final day, there is a big party and the “king” is led back to his mountain home with a

parade seeing him off. And then everyone starts preparing for next year.

So what do you think? Would you attend? If you know about any other unique or unusual festivals, do let me know. Anyway,

until next time. Sldn go foil!

CIR Corner: “2 Years in Niseko Town”

Hello everyone, Emnuel here. How are you all?

It is hard to believe but it has been a whole 2 years since |
came here to Niseko Town. Since then | have been involved |
some wonderful events, met and spoke with some very
interesting people, and gotten the chance to assist in the

internationalisation of Niseko Town. For that | am very grateful.

Life in Niseko truly is wonderful. The bountiful nature,
delicious produce , delightful festivals, the wonderful people,
and of course the plentiful snow. Niseko has it all.

I would like to extend my most sincere thanks to all those
who have helped me this year. | hope | can rely on you all this
coming year as well.

I look forward to a year full of wonderful experiences and
memories.

Text : Derek Moore Photo Credit : Puck Fair 2017, Puck Fair Official Facebook Page

% CIR Activities %
* World Café
Jul 7 (Sat) 1~2pm Chomin Center Room 1

* Radio Hour with the Niseko Town
CIRs - Every Friday 3-4pm
Jul6 AllCIRs
[CofEi>T ! XEL (JA)
Jul 13 All CIRs
[English Radio Hour] (EN)
Jul 20 Mitchel & Derek
[English Radio Hour] (EN)
Jul 27 Emanual & Mei

[ English Radio Hour |
% Eikaiwa TALK!

Jul 10(Tue) 10~11

Jul 28(Sat) 10~12
Venue : Chomin Center, Room 1
*Jul 10 = Room 5

This Month’s Word (Derek)

(EN/IP)

Irish: Ri (Ree)

Japanese: £ (Ou) English: King

Chinese: £ (Wang) German: (Der) Konig

(koo-nig)

{Contact) International Exchange Association Niseko Friends Secretariat (Niseko Town Hall, Planning and

Environment Division) Lead: Derek Moore (CIR) (If absent

. Sawada)

TEL: 0136-44-2121 Email: kokusai@town.niseko.lg.jp Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/nisekokokusaikouryuu
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