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(Coordinators for International Exchange)

Monthly International Exchange

Culture Corner: Mother’s Day and Breakfast in Bed

When discussing mother’s day with Japanese people and people from Western countries,
it seems like there aren’t too many differences. Of course the date changes depending
where you are- It’s the 2" Sunday in May for America, Japan and China, the 4t Sunday of
Lent for the UK and Ireland, and the 4t Sunday of November in Russia just to name a few
examples. However, traditions seem to be pretty similar no matter where you are.
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Generally people buy flowers for their mother, make her food, buy her gifts, and so on.
Although, there was one difference between Japan and the West that I’'ve noticed. In
Japan, while it seems standard for a child to cook dinner if they choose to cook for mom, in
the West it is far more common to make breakfast instead. And not just normal breakfast,
but “breakfastin bed”.

Even those who haven’t had breakfastin bed have probably seen it in a Hollywood
movie before. Usually, a guy wants to do something romantic for someone they like, or
a child wants to do something nice for their mom, so they wake up early, make
breakfast, put it on a tray, and wake her up with the food.

In America there are a few connotations for this- it’s a little romantic if a boy does it
for someone he likes, and very sweet if children do it for their mother. Either way, no
matter who does it, it’s very thoughtful. It’s a great way to show someone you care for
them, and nothing says “I love you” more than surprising someone with a meal made
from a place of love.

Text : Mitchel Lange

CIR Corner: Greetings from the new CIR % CIR Activities %

_ * Asobook “Magic Carpet” Reading
© Name: Mel Guannan, CIR May 31 (Thu) 2:45~3:30pm Mitchel
* Nationality: China . . .
* Radio Hour with the Niseko

* Division: Niseko Town Hall, Industry & Tourism :
Town CIRs — Every Friday 3-4pm

May 11  All CIRs
[CofI>T ! RKEL (JA)

“Dajiahao”. Hello everyone. I'm Mei, the new Chinese CIR that came to May 18 All CIRs

Niseko this April. I'm from Hebei Province, China. Nice to meet you. The [English Radio Hourl (EN)
kanji for my last name has the kanji for “boy” in it. A little strange, huh? May 25 Mitchel & Derek
My parents hoped for me to be stronger and greater than boys, so they [English Radio Hour] (EN)
used it in my name. * Eikaiwa TALK!

L . . Tuesday: 5/8 10:00~11:00
After | graduated from Tottori University last year, | had been working

in Kyoto until March. | really wanted to engage in international Saturday 5/19 10:00~12:00
exchange work, So | joined the JET program and came to Niseko. This Month’s Word (Mitchel)
I was born and brought up in Northern China, which isn’t as cold as Breakfast

N|s<.eko.. It. s thg first time for me tp see so much snow in Ap-rll. Althgugh Japanese: 8= 1EA) Irish: Bricfeasta

I think it is quite cold here, especially when you go outside in the winter, (asa gohan) ('bric fasta)

I’'m excited to live here because of all the kind people, the white birches, i

and Mt. Yotei which looks like Mt. Fuji covered with snow on its peak. Chinese: 1} German: Friihstick
(z30fan) ('fiy:[tvk)

{Contact) International Exchange Association Niseko Friends Secretariat (Niseko Town Hall, Planning and
Environment Division) Lead: Derek Moore (CIR) (If absent : Sawada)

TEL: 0136-44-2121 Email: kokusai@town.niseko.lg.jp Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/nisekokokusaikouryuu
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