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Culture Corner: German “Walpurgisnacht”

Hi everyone!

This month I would like to introduce you all to some German Culture. May is
the transition between Spring and Summer, so I would like to talk about a special

festival held during this time. This being the “Witch Festival”.

The “Walpurgisnacht” festival is held in many European countries under many
names, but in Germany it is more commonly known as the “Witch Festival”.
Mostly held in small towns and cities in Central Germany, the “Witch Festival”
started around 1,200 years ago when Christianity was not yet strong in Germany.
The pagan peoples of the time would celebrate the coming of Summer around
April 30 and May 1 by gathering in forests and singing and dancing around a

large bonfires.

Over the centuries as Christianity took more of a hold, more and more people of
., mediaeval Germany converted. However, many still continued to celebrate their old

CIR Corner: My Contract Renewal

On April 11th, at the Mayor’s office, a new letter of
appointment was awarded to me, which signifies the
beginning of my second year as a Niseko CIR. Incredible
winter sceneries, fresh food, and lovely residents, Niseko
impresses me in many aspects. There is little doubt that I
had a wonderful year. In addition, its been a great privilege
for me to work in an area with such a strong sense
internationalization. Thus my wanting to stay here one

more year being so strong.

According to Mayor, regarding the 2022 winter Olympics in
Beijing, he was looking forward to deepening exchanges
with china in terms of the knowhow for ski resort
management as well as personnel exchange of ski staff. In
this regard, I will endeavor to increase my knowledge of
skiing and hopefully facilitate stronger ties between Japan

and China.
by Wu Yanru/ China

{Contact)

Summer Festival. But for many who had converted, this was considered an act of the

Devil and his minions, so the name “Witch Festival was given.

What is interesting is that thought the festival had nothing to do with witches at the
start, it is common to attend the festival dressed as a witch or demon

by Emanuel Neubauer/Germany

% CIR Activities %
* Eikaiwa Talk! All 3 CIRs

May 9 (Tue) 9~10
May 20 (Sat) 10~12
Venue: Chomin Center, Seminar Room 4

* Irish Culture Lecture Series 1~2

Lecturer: Derek Moore (CIR)/ Ireland
May 14 (Sun) - Music & Dance

May 28 (Sun) - Food

Jun 11 (Sun) - Crafts

Venue Chomin Center, Seminar Room 5

* Radio Niseko Broadcasts 3~3:50

May 12 (Fri) All 3 CIRs

May 19 (Fri) Wu Yanru (CIR)/ China

May 26 (Fri) Emanuel Neubauer (CIR)/
Germany

* Niseko International School Visit
May 18 (Thu) 10:30~12:30 All 3 CIRs

* Asobook “Magic Carpet” Reading

May 25 (Thu) Wu Yanru (CIR)/ China
2:45~3:30

International Exchange Association Niseko Friends Secretariat (Planning and Environment Division)

EMAIL: kokusai@town.niseko.lg.jp

Lead: Derek Moore (CIR) (If absent : Sakai) TEL: 0136-44-2121
Facebook http://www.facebook.com/nisekokokusaikouryuu


mailto:kokusai@town.niseko.lg.jp

