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Hello everyone, This is your Irish CIR Derek here. It’s been a while hasn’t it?

Vol. 53 March 2017

Published by Niseko Town CIRs
(Coordinators for International Relations)

* Monthly International Exchange

The Symbols of Ireland

St. Patrick

Time certainly does fly and it has already become March. In Ireland, this is month is very |mportant as we celebrate St.
Patrick’s Day on the 17t. On this day we celebrate both the life of St. Patrick and all things Irish. So | though this month |

would teach everyone about some of the important symbols of Ireland.

e The Shamrock
Though technically a kind of grass, this is Ireland’s national flower. St. Patrick, who was originally from

A Shamrock
The Harp:

In ancient Celtic Ireland, if there were no harp players were some of the most important people.

Wales used this plant to teach the Celtic Irish the concept of the Holy Trinity. Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
In Irish it is known called “Seamrdg (sham-rogue). Don’t mix it up with a four leaf clover though!

The Celtic Harp

Kings and Chieftains would refuse to go into battle if they had no harp player to lead them. In
modern times it is the symbol of Ireland and appears on everyone’s passports. The Irish word

is ”Clairseach (Claar-shock)”.
The Flag:

Of course, the most important symbol for ant country is its flag. The Irish flag is a tricolour of
The Flag  8r€ens white, and orange, like France and Italy, but don’t mix them up. The green symbolises

those who wished for Irish independence, the orange for those who were loyal to England,

and the white symbolises a wish for peace between the two.

La fhéile Padraig sona daoibh! (Happy st. Patrick’s Day!)

International Exchange, not just here in Niseko

Iwanai Snow Festival Snow Sculptures

This month, the Niseko CIRs left Niseko and helped out in another town. This
time we all went to lwanai and helped out with their local snow festival and got
to meet with the local children. There were many impressive snow sculptures
lined up next to the lwanai Road station. And with all the children running to a
fro, it was a very lively event in all.

We were able to take part in this event thanks to the “Shiribeshi Global
Supporter Dispatch Service*”. | look forward to even more international
exchange events all over Shiribeshi.

*This year, the Shiribeshi General Promotion Board put in place a system which
dispatches internationally experiences individuals (both Japanese and Foreign)
to various events around Shiribeshi to further deepen international relations in
the area Text: Emanuel Neubauer —CIR (Germany)

By Derek Moore —-CIR (Ireland)

<Upcoming Event>
“St. Patrick’s Day Party”

In Ireland, St. Patrick is considered a very
important historical and cultural figure. So
every year Irish people celebrate Ireland
and Irishness on his feast day.

Won’t you come on down and experience
this culture with our native Irish CIR?

You can learn about Ireland and St.
Patrick, there will be crafts for the kids and
a table quiz for the adults. We even have
some great Irish prizes.

We look forward to seeing you!

When : Mar. 18 (Sat) 14~16
Where : Niseko Chuo Sokogun
Old Starch Factory

*For those wishing to take part in

the craft corner (children only)

please apply before Mar. 17(Max Cap.
20 people)

{Contact) Niseko FRIENDS (Niseko Town Council, Planning and Environment Division)
Contact: Derek Moore (CIR) (If absent - Sakai) TEL 0136-44-2121 MAIL kokusai@town.niseko.lg.jp

Facebookhttp://www.facebook.com/nisekokokusaikouryuu
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