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Carnival is the festive season before Lent, widely celebrated in Europe, Central and South-America and
other parts of the world. Carnival season takes place before Lent, the Christian fasting period before Easter
that starts on Ash Wednesday (10t" February 2016). The duration of Carnival season can vary, but usually
festivities are held for a period of around a week. The last day of Carnival usually falls on the Tuesday
before Ash Wednesday, and is also known as Mardi Gras or Fat Tuesday.

In many regions nowadays, Carnival has lost most of its religious meaning and is seen as merely a festive
or tourist event. In Switzerland, Carnival is also considered to be a family period. A children’s parade is
usually held on the weekend, in which children paint their faces and wear colourful costumes. And in some
regions they also go to fun fairs after the parade, where they can enjoy fun rides and delicious festival food.

Prepare to be introduced to two world famous Carnivals!

Rio Carnival

Rio Carnival means Samba!

Brazilian Carnival is world famous, and
the most popular of them all is
definitely the Rio Carnival. It’s the
worlds biggest carnival and dates back
to 1723 so it holds a long, rich history. It
is particularly known for its huge parade
with colourful floats, in which about 200
local samba schools participate and
compete to display their talents.

The competition between rivalling
samba schools is fierce with every
school choosing their own special theme
to showcase in their own way. The
preparations for the parade include all

the making of the costumes and floats,
which often takes several months.

Venice Carnival

The Venice Carnival holds a
very long history. It first
appears in historical records
in 1162. In the 18t century
the Carnival was actually
outlawed, but in an effort to
revive Venice’s history and
culture, the Carnival was
reestablished in 1979.

This carnival is world
famous for its elaborate masks
and costumes. The most
important event of the

An elaborate mask from the
masquerade at the Venice Carnival
(http://coolgu.blogspot.jp/2010/11/masks-

wallpapers-amazing-scary-in-high.html)

carnival by far is the masquerade contest. Famous designers
from all over the world form the judging panel to chose the
most beautiful mask of the entire carnival.

(Angela Fantuzzi, Switzerland)

Contact:

Niseko International Exchange
Association

(Niseko Town Council Planning
& Environment Division)

Representatives:
Hyunjung Kim, Angela Fantuzzi

Tel: 0136-44-2121

E-Mail:
kikaku@town.niseko.lg.jp

Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/nisekok
okusaikouryuu

The 415 International
Culture Event:
“French Class for
Travelers”

Let’s learn some handy
French skills for future
travels to hidden places
in Southern France!

2/18 (Thu)
19:00-20:00
Chomin Center
Room 5
Presentation:
Angela Fantuzzi

“Picture Book World”

Picture books from all
over the World are being
displayed in this event in
Niseko Town.

This event also features
multi-lingual book readings,
craft workshops, a bazaar
and a lucky draw!

Whether you’re a young
child or simply young at
heart please come and join
us for this fun event!

- 2/27 (Sat) 13:00-16:00
* Chomin Center, Large Hall

Radio Niseko 76.2MHz
“To the Ears

of the World”

The CIRs’ Live Radio
Show from 15:00 -16:00
on Friday!

February
+ 2/5 Elen Sims
+ 2/12 Angela Fantuzzi
+ 2/19 Hyunjung Kim
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