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% A Cheese-rolling Festival in the UK %

Recently a small hill in southwest England has become
internationally famous as the site of a “cheese-rolling” festival.
The festival has been held every year on the last Monday of

May (a public holiday) for approximately 200 years.

At this event, a large round cheese is rolled down a steep hill,
and participants must chase after it. The first participant to
reach the bottom of the hill receives the cheese as a prize. You
probably can’t tell from this short explanation, but this is
actually quite a dangerous event. “Cooper’s Hill” where the
race takes place has a gradient of 1:1 (50%) in some places and
1s completely vertical in others. Most participants fall over
after the first few steps and tumble down the hill. Every year

several people are seriously injured.

The cheese itself weighs 3.5kg and can reach speeds of up to
112km per hour. In 1997 the cheese rolled off course and hit a
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Cheese Rolling

spectator, who was then driven to hospital by ambulance. 32 other people were injured that year, and the event

was temporarily cancelled in 1998.

Currently the event attracts roughly 5,000 spectators, but due to safety concerns, only 15 people can compete
per race. In the past racers have included people from Australia, the Netherlands, Canada, and Japan!

So why do people chase a cheese every year? The origins of this festival are unclear — some people think it has
its roots in traditions celebrating the start of spring. Whatever the origins are, it continues to be one of the
UK’s strangest and most popular festivalss! (Eleanor Wyllie, England)

ye¢International Exchange Events Calendaryy

Monthly International Culture Event
“Let’s Learn German!”

German is the most widely spoken native language in
Europe after Russian. In this lecture, | will first talk about the
origin and history of the German language and then teach
German greetings and simple phrases you can use in
everyday life.

Join me for a fun German lesson!

-Date and Time: 10:30am-11:45am, 30" May (Sat.)

-Place: Asobook Community Room

Radio Niseko 76.2MHz
“To the Ears of the World”
The CIRs’ Live Radio Show from 3pm to 4pm on Friday!
-15™ May: Luo Yuging

“China’s non-traditional holidays” pf‘D!U
-22" May: Eleanor Wyllie !’\");’E KO
“The UK and the world of film” b MH{P

oo

Message from a
Coordinator of International Relations

-

Hello, everyone! My name is Hyunjung Kim, the new
CIR of Niseko. I'm from Seoul, Republic of Korea.

| learned Japanese at the University of Korea. | came to
work here in Niseko because I'd like to strengthen the
links between Japan and Korea. I'd like to know more
about Japanese people, and | hope you want to know
more about Korean people too.

I look forward to meeting you all!

< Inquiries about Monthly International Exchange and Events >
Niseko International Exchange Association
(Niseko Town Council Planning & Environment Division,
Representatives: Romy Beer, Hyunjung Kim)
‘Tel: 0136-44-2121  -Fax: 0136-44-3500
E-mail: kikaku@town.niseko.lg.jp




