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% The International Alphorn Festivalx

The Alphorn with its impressive long pipe is known as one of Switzerland’s national symbols but its origin is
unclear. According to an old tale, shepherds from Europe and northern Asia used alphorn-like instruments as
signal instruments. The modern alphorn is shaped conically and mostly made of wood. The alphorn has no
lateral openings and therefore only gives a pure natural harmonic series of notes. However, depending on the
landscape, the sound can carry from 5 to 10 kilometers.

Every year in summer the International Alphorn Festival is celebrated at an altitude of 2,200m in a small
town called Nendaz. Nendaz is located in the southwest of Switzerland and surrounded by the beautiful nature
of the Swiss Alps. The Festival attracts over 100 competitors as well as many visitors from all over the world
every year.

150 people stand in a circle on a wide meadow. Everyone holds an alphorn and waits excitedly. A bell rings
and suddenly the air is filled with the beautiful sound of 150 alphorns. This extraordinary moment is the
highlight of the International Alphorn Festival,
which lasts three days. This year the festival is
held from 24th July to the 26th July and boasts
many great performances. The main event of the
festival is the Alphorn playing competition, and a
jury composed of great names in the world of the
alphorn and members of the Swiss Federation of
Yodelers judges the performances.

The festival is also an ideal chance to learn
more about Swiss culture as it combines a lot of
traditions. All the Alphorn players and
participants wear traditional Swiss clothing and
you can see flag throwers in action during various
performances. Furthermore, visitors can find local
country products at the arts and crafts market.
With performances from folk groups, yodelers, and
orchestras from the surrounding countryside the
festival creates a lively and fun atmosphere.

Nendaz is also the right place for you if you would like to learn more about the alphorn. Nendaz offers weekly
trial lessons and introductory courses, where you can learn more about how and with what materials an
alphorn is created as well as how to play it. (Romy Beer, Switzerland)

Alphorn players and flag throwers (Picture: Fritz Bieri)
(http://www.beatenbergbilder.ch/home/reportage_34_alphorntreffen.htm)

yrInternational Exchange Events Calendaryy

Monthly International Culture Event
“ENGLISH AFTERNOON TEA”

Discover the English tea traditions and join me for an

authentic English afternoon tea!

-Date and Time: 15:00-16:15, 18th July (Sat.)
-Place: Niseko Chomin Center, Sub Hall

Radio Niseko 76.2MHz
“To the Ears of the World”
The CIRs’ Live Radio Show from 3pm to 4pm on Friday!
-10™ July: Yuging Luo
“Let’s cool down with local summer vegetables”

-17" July: Eleanor Wyllie RAD!O
“Who was the most interesting N!ISEKO
person in British history?” 76.2mHz
SR

< Inquiries about Monthly International Exchange and Events >

Niseko International Exchange Association

(Niseko Town Council Planning & Environment Division, Representatives: Romy Beer, Hyunjung Kim)

-Tel: 0136-44-2121  -Fax: 0136-44-3500

-E-mail: kikaku@town.niseko.lg.jp




