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How was your 315t December?

There are many theme parks in my hometown
Shenzhen in China, so it's a popular place for young
people to spend New Year’s Eve. In ‘Happy Valley’, a
theme park famous for extreme rides, a New Year’s
countdown concert is held every year. Fans can simply
enjoy the concert, or try out the attractions while
listening to the music. In ‘Overseas Chinese Town
East’, a big theme park covering a whole mountain, a
northern Kuropean-style snow town is reproduced, so
even in the southern part of China, you can celebrate
New Year’s Day in the snow with your family and
friends. All the theme parks set off fireworks at
midnight. There are some people who visit the theme
parks without entering just to watch the fireworks.

(Yuqing Luo, China)

In the United Kingdom, people usually spend New
Year’s Eve at parties or gatherings with their friends.
At these parties we toast the end of the year with
champagne, and count down to midnight. As the clock
strikes midnight, fireworks displays are held across
the UK, with especially big ones in London. At the
same time as the fireworks displays, people link arms
and sing the New Year’s song ‘Auld Lang Syne’. The
tune of Auld Lang Syne is the same as the Japanese
‘Hotaru no Hikari’, but in English the lyrics are about
remembering old friends. If you have a partner or
someone you like, it’s also traditional to kiss them at
midnight.

(Eleanor Wyllie, England)

In Switzerland, we call New Year’s Eve ‘Silvester’,
and celebrate by partying with friends. We only hold
fireworks displays twice a year, on National
Foundation day and Silvester, so fireworks are an
important part of New Year’s Eve. The biggest
fireworks display is held in Zurich and 200,000 people
come to watch it every year. On 31st December, many
food stands and live stages are set up around Lake
Zurich, turning it into a big party venue. From
11:40pm to 11:58pm, all churches in Zurich ring bells
to say goodbye to the old year. After the countdown,
they ring bells again to welcome the new year. At the
same time, all the buildings around Lake Zurich turn
their lights off and fireworks are shot above the lake
for 20 minutes. (Romy Beer, Switzerland)

TV companies in Korea broadcast ‘Drama Awards’,
‘Music Awards’, and ‘Entertainment Awards’ on 31st
December as a way of looking back on the year. For, the
‘Drama Awards’; all the actors, actresses, and staff
involved in making the dramas that aired:that year get
together and/give prizes like a rookie award or an
excellence award. Everyone focuses on who will get the
grand prize. ‘Music Awards’ is a big concert, like
Japanese NHK ‘Kouhaku Uta Gassen’, when all
singers get together and sing a song. On some
channels, the best song of the year is selected by vote.
‘Entertainment Awards’ is for stars who contributed to
variety shows. Each broadcasting company holds these
awards separately, so you can find them everyday on
TV during the year-end period. (Joohyun Kwon, Korea)

ycInternational Exchange Events Calendarst

Monthly International Culture Event
‘Let’s Make Chinese Cutout Pictures!

All you need to make a Chinese paper cutout picture is
one piece of paper and a cutting tool. When the Chinese
New Year comes around, it is traditional to create new cutout
pictures and put them in the windows. Let's make various

kinds of cutout pictures for children and adults!
*Spaces limited to 30 people*

-Date: 10:30am-11:30am, 24" January (Sat.)
‘Place: Asobook Community Room

Radio Niseko 76.2VIHz

[To the Ears of the World |
The CIRs’ Live Radio Show from 3pm to 4pm on Friday!
-9" January Yuging Luo

‘Xin-Nian-Hao (Happy New Year) RADIO
-16™ January Joohyun Kwon NISEKO

‘The latest news about Korea’ 76.2MHz
-23" January Eleanor Wyllie oo

‘Japan from a British perspective’

< Inquiries about Monthly International Exchange and Events >
Niseko International Exchange Association
(Niseko Town Council Planning & Environment Division,
Representatives: Joohyun Kwon, Romy Beer)
-Tel: 0136-44-2121  -Fax: 0136-44-3500

- E-mail: kikaku@town.niseko.lg.jp




