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¥ University Entrance Exams in Korea¥

About once a year, the Japanese media reports some strange news about Korea: the sight of a student
heading for their university entrance exam in a patrol car. However, once you understand how important
the exam is, it all makes sense. In Korea, the university entrance exam is called ‘Dae-hak Soo-hak
Neung-ryok Shi-heom (the test of scholastic ability for university)’. Because it is too long to say, Koreans
usually call it ‘Soo-Neung’. Although there are differences depending on each university’s selection
process, it is said that entrance into university is over 90% decided by your Soo-Neung score. Despite its
importance, the exam is held only once a year. So for one, or even three whole years of high school,
students pour all their efforts into this one important day. However, students cannot enter test sites after
the test begins, so the police help them to be on time.

Soo-Neung is usually held on the second Thursday of November. This year it falls on the 13tk of November. A
Soo-Neung score is essential to enter university. Consequently, it has become a big event in Korea. In high
school 3rd grade classes, a countdown to Soo-neung starts from the beginning of the school year, and students
write the number of remaining days on the blackboard. Additionally, starting 100 days before the test, prayers
for students are held in churches and temples. When November draws near, shops start to sell presents to cheer
on students. Because the words ‘stick’ and ‘pass’ sound the same in Korean (‘Bu¢-da’) chewy foods which easily
stick in your teeth like rice-cakes or Yeot— Korean traditional sticky candies like caramels — have been popular
present choices for a long time. In addition to these traditional items, chocolates which are easy to buy and
loved by everyone, useful stationery, and a wrist watch for the test have also become popular recently.

On the test day, office hours at many workplaces are adjusted to help students be on time for the test. Also,
the landing and departure of airplanes is prohibited during the listening test. After the test is over, many stores
such as restaurants, beauty salons, and movie theaters give a discount to students when they show their test
identification slips as a reward for their efforts.

These days many people think that deciding everything based only on a one-day test is not a good system, so
various other forms of admission tests have been suggested. However, other people insist that Soo-Neung is the
fairest way to test the ability of students. Therefore, although the university admission system changes and
becomes more complicated every year, the importance of Soo-Neung is maintained. (Joohyun Kwon, Korea)

y¢International Exchange Events Calendaryx
Radio Niseko 76.2MHz
“To the Ears of the World”
The CIRs’ Live Radio Show from 3pm to 4pm on Friday!

Monthly International Culture Event
“Let’s make Christmas Decorations!”

As soon as December begins, the houses and windows in
Switzerland are filled with Christmas decorations. Join us for
a morning of making Christmas decorations and get in a
festive mood!

-Date and Time: 10:30am-12pm, 15" November (Sat.)

-Place: Asobook Community Room
*feel free to enter any time until 11:30am*

English Lunch Time
Enjoy a relaxed, fun, and free English-speaking lunch time
with the CIRs!
-Date and Time: 12pm-1pm, 18" November (Tue)
-Place: Niseko Chomin Center Sub Hall
-Bring: A packed lunch

-7" November: Yuging Luo
“Tourist Spots in China - Jiang Nan” pADIO
-14™ November: Eleanor Wyllie NISEKO
“The UK seen through Children's TV"  76.2uHz
-28"™ November: Joohyun Kwon
“Finding Nessie in Scotland”

O
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< Inquiries about Monthly International Exchange and Events >
Niseko International Exchange Association
(Niseko Town Council Planning & Environment Division,
Representatives: Joohyun Kwon, Romy Beer)
‘Tel: 0136-44-2121  -Fax: 0136-44-3500
- E-mail: kikaku@town.niseko.lg.jp




