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% Firework Night¥

In Japan, fireworks are a summer tradition, but in the UK, we set off fireworks twice a year, both during
winter: once on New Year’s Eve at midnight, and once on 5th November. Every year on 5th November,
people across the UK set off huge fireworks displays, light bonfires, and have big parties outside. This
festival is known as “Fireworks Night”, “Bonfire Night”, or “Guy Fawkes Night”. Although these days it’s
known as a fun celebration, its origins are surprisingly dark and violent.

In 1605, a group of people tried to blow up the House of Lords in s
a plan called the “Gunpowder Plot”. They wanted to kill King :
James (a Protestant), and place his daughter (a Catholic) on the
throne instead®*. However, the plot was discovered, and a man
named “Guy Fawkes” was arrested while guarding 36 barrels of
gunpowder in a cellar underneath the House of Lords. He and his
fellow conspirators were executed for treason. To celebrate the
failure of the assassination, people across London lit bonfires on
the following night.

The English government introduced a new law called “Observance of 5th November”, enforcing a
celebration every year to commemorate the failure of the plot. At these festivals people made effigies of
Guy Fawkes and burned them. The festivals became larger, and started to include firework displays. At
first the parties had an anti-Catholic edge (King James was Protestant, while Guy Fawkes and the other
plotters were Catholic). However, in the 1850s attitudes changed, and the law enforcing Firework Night
was repealed. The focus changed from anti-Catholicism to a fun social event.

Every year in my village we have a small fireworks display and a bonfire. The children use old clothes
stuffed with newspapers to make “Guy Fawkes” dolls to burn. After the bonfire dies down, everyone
gathers round it and uses it to roast potatoes and toast marshmallows. Burning the effigy of someone
sounds a bit creepy, but “Firework Night” is definitely one of the UK’s most fun festivals!

(Eleanor Wyllie, England)

e conspirators involved in the
Gunpowder Plot

Image.

*Christianity includes the Protestant and Catholic churches. In the UK, these two groups have been in conflict with each other for
many years.

y¢International Exchange Events Calendaryx Radio Niseko 76.2MHz
“To the Ears of the World”

The CIRs’ Live Radio Show from 3pm to 4pm on Friday!

Monthly International Culture Event

“Monsters of the UK”

This Halloween, you can meet some of the UK’s scary and
strange creatures. Starting with examples from “Harry Potter”
and “Lord of the Rings”, Eleanor Wyllie, CIR from England,
will explain the origins of some famous UK monsters.

-Date and Time: 14:45pm-15:45pm, 22" October (Wed.)

-Place: Asobook Community Room

English Lunch Time
Enjoy a relaxed, fun, and free English-speaking lunch time
with the CIRs! (held every 3" Tuesday of the month)
-Date and Time: 12pm-1pm, 21% October (Tue)
-Place: Niseko Chomin Center Sub Hall

-Bring: A packed lunch

-3" October: Joohyun Kwon
“Filming Location Tour”

-10"™ October: Romy Beer Pf«D!U
“The Political System of Switzerland” N -ZSE KO
-17" October: Yuging Luo LM

“Chinese Middle-Aged Women”
-31% October: Joohyun Kwon
“Beautiful Autumn Colour Spots in Korea”

< Inquiries about Monthly International Exchange and Events >
Niseko International Exchange Association
(Niseko Town Council Planning & Environment Division,
Representatives: Joohyun Kwon, Romy Beer)
-Tel: 0136-44-2121 - Fax: 0136-44-3500
- E-mail: kikaku@town.niseko.lg.jp




