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% Same Tanabata, different celebrations %

The Tanabata festival is July 7th in the lunar calendar. If you change it to the solar calendar, Tanabata falls
around August 7th. Japanese people celebrate Tanabata by writing their wishes on pieces of paper and hanging
them on trees. In this article, I'm going to introduce some Chinese Tanabata customs.

The Tanabata legend is that Vega, or Orihime in Japanese (“the weaver princess”), and Altair, Hikoboshi in
Japanese (“the star of man”), can meet only once a year across the milky way. This story originated from China.
The following story was recorded in the book Xiao Shuo’, during the Southern and Northern Dynasties period
(AD 420-589).

There was Zhi-nv;, the daughter of the king of the heaven, in the east of the milky way. She devoted
herself to weaving and making silk clothes for years, and did not have enough time to look after herself
The king felt pity for her, so let her marry Qian-niu who lived in the west of the milky way. After she got
married, she stopped weaving. The king got angry and ordered her to move to the east of the milky way
and let them meet only once a year.’

This story spread to Japan across the sea and, as time passed, the story known among Japanese people changed
a little from the original Chinese story. Firstly, the names of characters changed. In China, Orihime is Zhi-nv,
which means the weaver girl, and Hikoboshi is Qian-niu, which means the cowherd. Also, in Japan it is stated
that Orihime and Hikoboshi could meet on the night of Tanabata, but in China it is said that magpies form a line
and make a bridge to help them meet each other.

As well as the story, the traditional celebrations are also quite different. In China, women gather in gardens
and look up at the milky way on Tanabata night, while eating fruits like ;
watermelons and melons, and nuts such as sunflower seeds and peanuts.
The milky way is the river in heaven which Zhi-nv (Vega) and Qian-niu
(Altair) are about to cross using the bridge of magpies. Therefore, there is a
belief that you can find Zhi-nv and Qian-niu when you look up at the milky
way on Tanabata night. Chinese people also believe that if you wish on the
milky way, your wishes will come true. In China, Tanabata is known by a
different name, ‘the day of Qi-qiao’. ‘Qi-qiao’ means ‘wishing for skills’.
Zhi-nv is the goddess of weaving. Women pray to Zhi-nv for good hand craft
skills. When you pray to Zhi-nv, you should thread needles upwards towards
the moon. If you succeed in threading 7 needles, your wishes may come true.

The mysterious and romantic myth of Zhi-nv and Qian-niu is famous all
over China. These days, Tanabata is also celebrated as Chinese Valentine’s day. For young people, Tanabata is
not a day for wishing for skills, but for couples. (Yuqing Luo, China)

*Tanabata(t:4) : the famous holiday in China, Japan, and Korea celebrating the meeting of Vega and Altair in
Chinese mythology.

Women who pticipate in the
wishing-for-skills ceremony in Tanabata.

ycInternational Exchange Events Calendar >« Date and Time: 12pm-14pm, 23° August(Sat)

Monthly International Culture Event -Place: Niseko Chomin Center Sub Hall
Make Fans with Traditional Korean Patterns! | -Bring: Food and Drinks
Make a fan with the traditional Korean patterns used to decorate the (Homemade dishes warmly welcomed!)
walls of royal palaces or temples. *limited to 25 people* Lo
-Date and Time: 11pm-12:30pm, gth August (Sat.) Radio Niseko 76.2MHz [To the Ears of the World |

. ; The CIRs’ Live Radio Show from 3pm to 4pm on Friday!
-Place: Asobook Community hall : .
Y -1% August: Yuging Luo Chinese Ramen] RADIO

En laxed. f En (;i?h Ll:z“c';.' ':']ime King lunch fi ith -8 August: Joohyun Kwon 'New-York City] NISEKO
njoy a relaxed, fun, and free English-speaking lunch time wi .22™ August: Romy Beer 76.2mHz

the CIRs! (held every 3" Tuesday of the month) Fowi 5B
-Date and Time: 12pm-1pm, 19" August (Tue) Swiss Food Culture -Part 2-

*Place: Niseko Chomin Center Sub Hall < Inquiries about Monthly International Exchange and Events >
-Bring: A packed lunch

Niseko International Exchange Association

Potluck Par (Niseko Town Council Planning & Environment Division,
[Let's Celebrate Korean Thanksgiving Day, Chu-seok! | Representatives: Joohyun Kwon, Romy Beer)

We're holding a potluck party to celebrate one of the biggest . _
Korean holidays, Chu-seok! You can enjoy Korean culture and ~Tel: 0136-44-2121  -Fax: 0136-44-3500

chatting with other town residents. - E-mail: kikaku@town.niseko.lg.jp




