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% How Koreans cheer their team in the FIFA World Cupx
The FIFA World Cup will start on 13th June in Brazil. This is the 9th time that the Korean national soccer
team has made it into the World Cup finals. In Korea, the most popular professional sport, based on the number
of audience members, is baseball. However, the most played sport is soccer. Koreans, especially guys of all ages,
love to play soccer. And when the Korean team takes part in an international soccer match, they are supported
enthusiastically ('m afraid the Korean soccer league, known as the K-league, is not that popular). The

popularity of international soccer games is thanks to Korea’s unique cheering culture. Read on to learn how

Koreans support the national soccer team...

1. Wearing a Red T-shirt! The Korean national soccer team’s official fan group are
called ‘Red Devils’'. Because of this name, everyone who supports the national soccer
team wears red T-shirts. Even if you watch the soccer game in a bar or at home instead
of at a soccer stadium, wearing a red T-shirt makes you a more passionate supporter. A
red T-shirt is an essential item to cheer the Korean soccer team.

2. With Beer and Fried Chicken! In Korea, fried chicken is the best partner of beer.
And beer and fried chicken are the best partners when watching sports. People gather | The symbol of ‘Red Devil

in fried chicken restaurants to watch the soccer game, while people watching at home or in public places cheer
the team on loudly while eating fried chicken and drinking beer.

3. Shouting ‘Dae-han-min-guk! The main chant for cheering the Korean soccer team is ‘(Clap) (Clap)! (Clap)
(Clap)! (Clap), Dae-han-min-guk! Clap your hands 5 times to the rhythm ‘(Clap) (Clap)! (Clap) (Clap)! (Clap)’.
Take a short break, about a half-rest long, where the exclamation marks(!) are. (Dae-han-min-guk’is ‘Republic of
Korea’ in Korean.) Don’t forget to extend the ‘Dae’ sound when you shout. Every Korean knows this chant.
Whenever Koreans hear this clap rhythm, it makes them want to shout ‘Dae-han-min-guk’.

This cheering culture was born in 2002 when Korea and Japan co-hosted the FIFA World Cup. In that year for
the first time, Koreans started to watch and support soccer matches in public spaces. People wearing red T-shirts
came to public spaces to watch the game through big screens and cheered the Korean team together. Thanks to
the support of these fans, the Korean national team won 4th prize in 2002, their best ever score in the FIFA
World Cup. Since 2002, watching soccer matches in public spaces and restaurants has become a new Korean
custom. This June, Koreans will undoubtedly be caught up in FIFA World Cup fever once again as well.

(Joohyun Kwon, Korea)
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The Niseko Coordinators for International Relations The Radio Show by Niseko’s Coordinators for
Present the 21st Monthly International Culture Event - In;err:tlonalfR;Iat;/c;/ns 1d]
o the Ears of the Wor
Let’s Play Popular Swiss Birthday Games! Every Friday from 15:00-15:50
Come and experience 3 popular
Swiss children’s birthday party games in Asobook! 2 June 6™ Kwon Joohyun RADIO
“M tains in K " '
DDate: Saturday, June 28" 2014 oun al:S n rorea NISEKO
. & June 13™: Luo Yuging 76.2MH
« . 1ne . Limited to . z
> Time: 10:30-12:00 20 veople! “Love and Dating for Chinese Students” %%

*the games will start at 10:30 - don’t be late! th
J June 20™: Romy Beer
DPlace: Asobook Community Room “Swiss Food Culture -Part1-"

Contact: Niseko International Exchange Association (Niseko Town Council Planning & Environment Division)

Representatives: Romy Beer, Kwon JooHyun; Tel: 0136(44)2121; E-mail: kikaku@town.niseko.lg.jp




