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% Some Interesting Facts about Chinese New Yeardk

The Flower Market and New Year’s gift-giving customs in Guangdong

In China the New Year is celebrated according to the old lunar calendar. This year, January 30th corresponds with
Japan’s ‘Oomisoka’ and is called ‘Joseki’. The period from January 31st until February 14t is called the ‘Spring
Festival and celebrated as Chinese New Year.

Guangdong, where I was born, is situated in a subtropical region and as flowers are in bloom all year round, we
use lots of them in our New Year’s decorations. It is said that good things will happen during the next year if during
the Spring Festival one decorates the inside of the house with reddish pink plum blossoms symbolizing spring, along
with chrysanthemums and cumquats, whose names have the same pronunciation in Cantonese as the word for ‘good
luck’, and orchids, which in the language of flowers stand for happiness. Everyone is busy with preparations for the
Spring Festival like cleaning the house and buying new decorations.

One week before the Spring Festival flower markets open and, like Japanese festivals, the markets are made up
of stands crowded together, selling plants in a festive atmosphere. The downtown area overflows with bonsai, flower
arrangements, and pretty flowers. Furthermore, the markets do not only sell plants, but also traditional decorations
for the Spring Festival like auspicious poems, lanterns, and the upside-down Chinese character for luck, which
symbolizes the arrival of happiness. Recently Japanese good luck charms and good weather charms in the form of
paper dolls (teru teru bouzu) can also be seen.

Even more than the flower markets, people look forward to receiving New Year’s gifts of cash. In Cantonese these
New Year’s gifts are called ‘LaiSee’, which means ‘something good will happen’. It is customary for married people to
give unmarried people a ‘LaiSee’ ranging from 200 to 500 Yen. During the Spring Festival unmarried people can
receive ‘LaiSee’ from married people in their neighborhood, their parents’ colleagues, their friends, coworkers and
superiors.

When receiving ‘LaiSee’ the unmarried people reply with auspicious four character phrases like ‘Gong Xi Fa Ca?’
(May you prosper) and ‘Wan Shi Ru Yi’' (May everything go well), blessing the married people. It is said that by giving
out ‘Laishi’ the married people will have good luck in the new year.

When the Spring Festival holidays are over, company presidents and managing directors hand out ‘Hoi Gung
LaiSee’ to all of their employees. ‘Hoi Gung’ signifies the first day of work in the new year. By handing out ‘Hoi Gung
LaiSee’ the presidents and managing directors unite the employees and give them an incentive to continue working
hard in the following year. Even foreign companies in Guangdong adhere to this local custom and hand out ‘Hoi Gung

LaiSee’ to their employees. (Luo Yuqing)
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Let’s Play Swiss Card Games! Every Friday from 15-15°50 o'clock

D Date: Saturday, February 8% 2014

. J February 7th: Kwon JooHyun 76.2 MHz
> Time: 10:00am-12:00am “Small Cities in Southern France”
(feel free to enter any time until 11:30am) J February 14™: Luo Yuging J?
D Place. Asobook Community Room “China's View on Family”’
D Presentation.” Romy Beer, Coordinator for 7 February 215 : Romy Beer
International Relations (Switzerland) “Carnival” -
Contact: Niseko Town International Exchange Council (Niseko Town Council Planning & Environment Division)

Head: Romy Beer, Saki Maekawa, Phone: 0136(44)2121, E-mail: kikaku@town.niseko.lg.jp




