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Niseko Town’s
Monthly " International Exchange
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<>Snow Dayl

On February 23, the Niseko Town
International Exchange Council held the family event
“Snow Day!” at the Chibikko Hiroba. Many children
came together with their guardians, making it quite
the bustling day. After having a treasure hunt and
building snowmen, the group moved inside the
Chomin Center to enjoy warm drinks and snacks.

Why would the International Exchange
Council hold a family event, you might ask. This
event was held with the goal of promoting
multiculturalism. Did you know that the ways of
making snowmen differ depending on the region? We
compared western and Japanese snowmen, and made
some other fun shapes in the snow. For the treasure
hunt, we buried flags of different countries in the

snow, and the children who found those flags were

awarded with souvenirs from those countries.

It’s important to teach appreciation for many

Children making a western-style snowman.

cultures while children are at a young age. Through

this kind of play, we can build a more global and open-minded world for future generations.

<>The International Reading Project>

/ On February 21st, The Niseko Town International Exchange Council commenced the \
) d to

‘International Reading Project”. This project has the four CIRs translate picture books to rea

children in Niseko. With the cooperation of the picture book author Mayumi Honma, we have translated
books from China, Austria, Korea and Canada into Japanese.

On the 21st, two books were read at the International School. “New Born Colours” by Mayumi
Honma was read in German and in Japanese, and the Canadian book “The Hockey Sweater” was read in
English and French. The goal of these multilingual readings is for children to gain interest in other
languages by hearing the sound. The children listened with rapt attention; they were quite happy to get
a chance to meet the author herself, asking many questions about “New Born Colours” and making
picture books. Aside from the International School, readings have also been held at the Gakudou

Daycare Center, Niseko Elementary School and Asobook Library.

\ The International Reading Project will be an ongoing project, with plans to hold further readiny
T

egularly. Please look forward to it!




<>Gulturs Event Calendar>

Due to their popularity, the monthly culture events began in October of last year will continue
through this fiscal year as well. This is an opportunity to get to know the four Niseko CIRs. We have many
events planned, and we hope to see you there!

April B “Canada’s Aboriginals” B Jennifer Ward

This event will introduce music, film and art by Native American artists and discuss their lives and
culture in a modern context.

May B “Play with the World!” B Eva Haslauer

This is an event for children to experience cultural items (toys, daily items, spices, traditional
music, etc.) from all over the world with their five senses.
June M Let’s Cook Korean Food! B Joohyun Kwon

We're going to make Korean food using local ingredients. Let’s have some fun cooking together!
July B Let’s Make Dreamcatchers! B Jennifer Ward

We're going to make “dreamcatchers”, a traditional decoration of the North American Ojibwe
people.

August B Traditional Korean Game Festival B Joohyun Kwon

Let’s try lots of different traditional Korean games!

*Each event schedule will be advertised every month in this newsletter. You can also confirm the date on the
town website and on town bulletin boards.
*We are always looking to hear new ideas for events and are more than willing to answer your questions. If

you have any feedback or questions, please use the contact information below.

<>The 7" Monthly International Culture Event : Canada's Aboriginals

When I came to Niseko, I noticed many similarities between Canada and Hokkaido — climate,
nature, and also the existence of aboriginals. In the same way that Ainu are not well known outstide Japan,
Native Americans are not known well outside Canada and America. These aboriginals are not just relics
from history books or cowboy movies, but real people still alive in North America today.

Canadian history books were written by white settlers, but real history was built by Native
Americans. At this event we will take a look at the stories of Native Americans, and introduce the unique
music, art, and film by Native American artists.

Date/time: Saturday, April 20, 2013 (2:00-3:30PM)
Place: Asobook Library

Presentation: Jennifer Ward, Coordinator for International Relations
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Inquiries: Niseko Town International Exchange Council (Niseko Town Council Planning & Environment Division)

Head: Ward, Fukui. Phone:0136(44)2121 E-mail: kikaku@town.niseko.lg.jp




